NRF / SAEON Ndlovu Node Citizen Science Program

Migration Monitoring Project
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1) Define your birding area.
· Choose an area where you can check for the arrival of migrant birds on a regular basis. This must be an area where you are present often enough to notice the arrival of a migrant bird within a one or two day period.
· Please only record bird arrivals in your defined birding area. For example, if you regularly bird on your farm / garden situated 50kms from Hoedspruit and you notice a migrant whilst on a visit to town, DO NOT record it on the data form. This will tell us nothing about what is happening in your regular birding area. 

· If you are present in two separate birding areas on a regular (± daily) basis, such as your home garden and the garden where you work, then you are encouraged to observe and record for both areas. Please complete and return separate forms for the different areas.
2) Register your participation.
· To become active in the BIRD’S EYE VIEW project, complete the registration form with your details and return to Dr Dave Thompson by email, fax or post.

3) Describe your defined birding area.
· Please provide:

1) a description of the area you are birding in (eg. natural bush, farmlands, residential, …);

2) your location (town, province, municipality, …); and

3) the size of your observation area (whole farm, whole reserve, your garden, a town, …).
· Be as accurate and descriptive as possible and include farm names, addresses and GPS co-ordinates if available. 
4) Select and observe your birds.
· Included below is a selection of the most common and easily identifiable migrant birds in the savanna region – select only those that you are familiar with. However, you are welcome to add any other migrant birds to the list. Keep a record of the date you see each bird in your defined birding area for the first time.
5) Return the information.
· To catalogue your observations with SAEON, complete to attached data form with your sightings and return by the end of the year.
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW Registration Form
	Observers name
	

	
	

	
	

	Description of birding area (natural, farmland, residential, …)
	

	
	

	
	

	Location of birding area (farm name, / suburb, town, province, municipality, …)
	

	
	

	
	

	Extent / Size of birding area

(garden, plot, town, reserve, …)
	

	
	

	
	

	GPS points
	

	Telephone no.
	

	Email 
	

	Postal address
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



For general information on birding in the lowveld,    please contact the Kruger to Canyons Birding Route on either +27 (0)15 781 2139 or taita@birdlife.org.za, or visit www.birdingroutes.co.za

BIRD’S EYE VIEW Data Form 
	Selected Migrant Birds
	Arrival date

(dd-mm-yyyy)
	Comments

	Wahlberg’s Eagle
	
	

	Yellow-billed Kite
	
	

	European Bee-eater
	
	

	Southern Carmine Bee-eater
	
	

	Diderick Cuckoo
	
	

	Red-chested Cuckoo
	
	

	African Paradise-Flycatcher
	
	

	Woodland Kingfisher
	
	

	European Roller
	
	

	Red-backed Shrike
	
	

	Violet-backed (Plum coloured) Starling
	
	

	Barn (European) Swallow
	
	

	Additional Birds (if any)

	Arrival date

(dd-mm-yyyy)
	Comments
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