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South Africa - Kruger & Drakensberg

30 October - 15 November 2007

Leaders:
Mark & Jean Caulton
John Muddeman

Introduction

South Africa with its huge diversity of habitats and landscapes offers some amazing wildlife
spectacles. The massive Kruger National Park, some 2.5 million Ha in size lies along the NE
boundary of the country and is a well-known haven for large game in particular, though with
fantastic birds to match. The smaller and sadly threatened Mkuze game reserve, lacking only lions
is renown as being the site where White Rhino were rediscovered in Southern Africa, and further
excitement here is provided by being in an unfenced scrub-filled camp! The cooler and less humid
highveld provides a completely different set of conditions for rolling grasslands, peppered with
generally small pools and lakes, while the humid coast provided a rich variety of coastal scrub
habitats and the chance for whales. Rounding off with a trip to the extraordinary highlands and
mountains of Lesotho was the icing on the cake.

The rainy season had come a month earlier than usual, and we were met with abundant verdant
green fresh growth in most areas, this making finding large game more complicated than usual
(and indeed we had the dubious honour of being the first group ever lead by the Caultons to Kruger
N.P. who didn’t see lion!), but the frequent cloud cover at least kept temperatures very reasonable
on a number of occasions when it could have been sky-high. A fair trade-off!

Given the large animals at Kruger, Mkuze and St Lucia parks, we were of course largely restricted to
watching from vehicles on drives, which can be frustrating, but definitely much better than suffering a
nasty surprise! With 2580 km covered in 15 days, the scale of what looks small on the maps can
definitely be appreciated too.

Daily Diary:

Tuesday 30 October  -  transfer London to Johannesburg

We mostly met at the check-in desk at Heathrow for our 6 p.m. flight. In fact, our two American
clients finally met us at the boarding gate, leaving Bob and Margaret to finally introduce
themselves to the rest of us while collecting luggage at Johannesburg the next morning!

The overnight flight was OK if a little warm...

Wednesday 31 October - arrival Jo'burg, transfer flight to Phalaborwa, minibuses to Mopani
Camp. 8/8 cloud, warm and still Kruger N.P.

After collecting luggage in Jo'berg international arrivals with the help of an official porter we
quickly cleared customs and reached the very smart domestic terminal for an early check-in to
Phalaborwa. Rapidly done we cleared security and then had a good wait for the flight. Boarding our
little 28 seat turbo-prop we then took the relatively short flight NE to the delightful Phalaborwa
airport, and stepped out to see 'Africa proper'. With full-size carved animals gracing the side of
the runway and entrance into the 'terminal', plus a small colony of weavers in the trees, we finally
knew we were really here. We were rapidly met by our leaders Mark and Jean inside, and after
picking up our main bags and extracting binoculars we were quickly on our way and the excitement
rose.
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The gently rolling land with short Mopani tree woodland and scrub was now our only fare for our
journey to the camp, though with numerous shorts stops en route. In just under 3 hours we
covered the 70 km drive, but the diversity of species seen was quite amazing! The cloud had kept
the raptors down and our first stop in the park was for a superb Little Sparrowhawk up in a
treetop. The second bus then found a close perched African Hawk-eagle which all gratefully saw,
and while numbers weren't high more raptors included two separate Martial Eagles, several
Wahlberg's Eagles on nests, an adult and juvenile Bateleur, a few African White-backed Vultures,
and towards the end a superb Tawny Eagle which pitched into a tree beside us and plucked a
hornbill! The last new raptor was a fine African Fish Eagle accompanied by a fly-over Yellow-
billed Kite.

Smaller birds were less visible given it was mid-afternoon, but even so, Crested Francolin and Natal
Spurfowl were watched crossing the roads then feeding in the adjacent grass, a young Yellow-billed
Stork fed beside a Grey Heron in a pool, a stunningly coloured Saddle-billed Stork sat serenely
beside another little river, a Water Thick-knee almost escaped being seen beside another water
course, but an African Jacana and Three-banded Plover were just too colourful! And the list goes
on... To the tune of 67 species for the group in fact!!!

It was certainly not just birds though and the mammals were equally impressive. Our travels led us
past our first African Elephants, Burchell's Zebras, and at one point a Spotted Hyena trotted
across the road just in front before vanishing into the bushes. Sadly, only a few in the first bus
managed to spot a superb male Leopard as it walked sedately off into the scrub, but all in the bus
did at least manage to see the white tip of its tail twitching as it went! The second bus turned up
trumps with a Giraffe and Greater Kudu, while we all enjoyed some Hippopotami in a larger river
and small herds of African Buffalo and Common Waterbuck. Antelope were also noted in the
form of a Steenbok, plenty of Impala and two delightful little Klipspringers.

Even after checking in to the super Mopani Camp, those with views over an adjacent lake found a
series of stunning birds, including Giant, Pied and Malachite Kingfishers, a range of waders, Open-
billed Stork and Goliath Heron amongst the most notable, while the hippos continued 'laughing'
well into the night (even on cue for one of Bob's jokes!!).

We just managed to make it through the first call-over, after the first of Jean's super dinners, and
then retired happily to bed for our first decent sleep (in 3 days for Bob and Margaret!).

Thursday 1 November - Cool, overcast and cloudy until 10:15, then breaking to variable but hot
and muggy until 4 p.m. then sunny. Clear and largely cool night drive.

After breakfast at 5:15 we were off at 6 a.m. But even by then we'd seen some great birds including
the resident male Mocking Cliff-chat, a White-throated Robin-chat and a Sulphur-breasted Bush-
shrike. But only for those who lingered a little longer after breakfast mind...

Our morning drive took us round the 'Capricorn Loop', so-called since it took us to the Tropic of
Capricorn. The vegetation included some tree- and bush-free areas of grass and other more open
'woodland', allowing fine views.

Some of our target species remained that way, but the cool conditions meant better viewing and
comfort in the vehicles. Highlights included fly-over Black-chested Snake-eagle and Woolly-
necked Stork, plenty of Grey-backed Finch-larks, a huge Kori Bustard female which strode
nonchalantly between us and another vehicle parked ahead, a few delightful Temminck's Coursers
in very short grass and even a superb Black-crowned Tchagra which rushed over towards the
playback song and sat out in full view giving superb views as its mate more typically watched from
the leafy shelter of a nearby tree. Our first Crowned Lapwing were admired too, with a passing
Hooded Vulture of note, while European Bee-eaters were common and a fine Lesser Grey Shrike
was a very early arrival from E Europe compared to normal.

Mammals were widely scattered including more zebra, buffalo and Impala, though a few groups of
Tsessebe, Blue Wildebeest, and for some Giraffe and Greater Kudu were all admired. One of the
day's highlights was when one bus stopped to let a bull African Elephant pass along a track to
water hole, which crossed the road just in front. The animal carefully assessed the situation, then
passed very close in front. But, having passed, it then turned to face us, flared its ears and picked
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up a small branch which it casually flicked at us from c.30 m away. The branch bounced off the
top of the windscreen and roof by the driver, and we new this animal must have known Mark from
a previous encounter!!

A few scattered bones just round the corner from the Tropic of Capricorn viewpoint brought
home the point that visitors were allowed to disembark here 'entirely at their own risk', since a
lion had killed a giraffe there only just over a week before...!

Back just after 10 a.m. it seemed early, but the sun suddenly came out and the temperature soared,
and while a few walked up to the Baobab tree to watch the antics of the Red-headed Weavers at
the colony there, most good views came from just in front of the rondevals down over the lake.
Shortly before lunch a few people caught up with Giant Kingfisher and even two Yellow-billed
Oxpeckers among the Red-billed on the backs of the largely submerged hippos!

Lunch was entertaining with two stunning Crested Barbets coming down to feed on a banana below
our balcony, while the Dark-capped Bulbuls didn't seem too keen on their presence!

We readjourned at 1430 to go for a short walk. This was hot and the lake, close to which we
passed, rather quiet, but the huge Nile Crocodiles, including one with a large fish kept us looking,
and a few waders included Collared Pratincoles, Water Thick-knee, Three-banded Plover and even
a Common Sandpiper if anyone was feeling homesick! Smaller birds included excellent close Long-
billed Crombec, Tawny-flanked Prinia and a pair of Black-backed Puff-backs, the female coming
in to sit tight on their tiny nest, mostly made of spider's webs. Returning via the houses also
produced various commoner species, plus male White-bellied and Marico Sunbirds and a pair of
diminutive Blue-billed Firefinches.

We rounded off the day with a night drive! This was nearly a disaster, since in the dark, four of
the group got lost en route to the reception, but the driver soon found them and we were rapidly
off. Despite covering perhaps too much ground, we saw some fine animals, including a couple of
very close Spotted Hyenas, Water Thick-knees on the road, two unidentified nightjars on a
parallel track, a Verreaux's Eagle-owl all-too-briefly on the roadside, a Common Duiker, and
distantly, a very active South African Galego (= Bushbaby), though only the huge red eyes of the
latter were seen by most as it leapt about the tree.

Friday 2nd November  -  largely fine, but 8/8 much of morning when mild, but  2/8 cloud and
hot in afternoon.

Another 5:15 breakfast saw us leaving again at just after 6 a.m. with the vehicles already packed.
We drove steadily S, checking as we went. The Mopani woodland was as stunted as everywhere in
the N part of the park due to intense elephant damage, but showed just about every variation in
density and open-ness possible.

The wildlife was seemingly quiet, but by including a few little loops down to look at rivers and by
searching intensively we found a fine suite of species. A singing African Hoopoe graced a dead
tree, single Rufous-naped Lark, Black-shouldered Kite and juvenile Dark Chanting Goshawk were
found in short succession by the front bus, with the second adding a close Red-billed Hornbill. A
pair of Red-breasted Swallows circled us as we watched a small group of Warthogs, while at a
another little detour a Black-backed Jackal suddenly rose from its resting spot in the shade of a
tuft of grass and ran off with its mate, leaving us to enjoy a small group of noisy Arrow-marked
Babblers. Our first Common Ostriches fed in leisurely manner behind some open grassland, and a
few African Elephants delighted us, now 'as usual'!

Our first outside stop was at a bridge over the river Letaba. The sun was already strong but hadn't
put off feeding Saddle-billed and two Yellow-billed Storks, an African Spoonbill and  the fine Great
White Egret. A few more distant waders included Common Greenshank, Three-banded and White-
breasted Plovers and the always stunning Blacksmith Lapwings, while we watched the antics of
Lesser Masked-weavers around their colonies in the reeds below us! Raptors were also passing over
very high including a pair of Wahlberg's Eagles, two Lappet-faced Vultures and our second Martial
Eagle for the day, while low down three Marabou Storks flapped up into some trees.
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Shortly ahead we pulled into the Letaba Camp for a pit stop and then walk around the grounds. A
few African Palm-swift whizzed around over the restaurant, 6 Red-billed Teal and a Reeve (=
female Ruff) on the river were new, but it was among the trees and on the ground where the most
variety was, including lots of absurdly tame Bushbuck, plus Hadeda Ibis, Kurrichane Thrush, a
superb African Paradise-flycatcher, 2 Red-winged Starlings, a Bearded Scrub-robin next to a Green-
winged Pytilia, a pair of delightful Twin-spot Batis flycatching overhead, an Emerald-spotted
Wood Dove creeping across the ground and for a few back-markers a lovely White-browed Robin-
chat! Just the names had us reeling!

We continued on towards the famous Olifants camp, checking a section of river as we went. Our
efforts paid off when we found 3 White-crowned Lapwings flying in, then as we pulled in to try
and watch them, so also noted a stunning Green Woodhoopoe going to its nest, and then later
joined by another high in the canopy.

The views out from in front of Olifants camp were superb, with the river way below holding a few
egrets, storks, geese and hippos, while a few Impala, African Elephant and Waterbuck were also
noted in the scope. A huge Goliath Heron was also enjoyed by most, though the flitting Wire-
tailed Swallows just in front were trickier to watch. Lunch was taken in the grounds, with a Grey
Go-away-bird seen by a few, though we then dropped to the Olifants River bridge to get out again,
this time in serious heat for a spot of birding.

Things were rather quiet until we found a Giant Kingfisher on a dead tree, though Jean came up
trumps with a rare species - a White-backed Night-heron, standing on its nest with 2 eggs!! It was
exceptionally difficult to see though, even through the scope, though a few of the party were able
to see a few bits of the bird through the foliage! A Hammerkop then flew up from the reeds and
around to cross the bridge before dropping in downstream. Marvellous!

It was now too hot though and we started a quite long drive S. Having crossed the latter river the
vegetation suddenly changed, with numerous Acacia and other trees and shrubs being present, and
the large animal life got more and more abundant.

Wattled Starlings, a rather nomadic species were very much in force in one area, with thousands
present, before they suddenly vanished again. African Elephants, Impala, Burchell's Zebras,
Giraffes, African Buffalo, few Greater Kudu, a Spotted Hyena lying half asleep in a water trough
and then, though at distance, a fine White Rhino, were all admired. Periodic stops were made for a
range of species, including some more Ostriches, this time with young in tow, though a rather
'haughty'-looking Secretary Bird just before these was greatly appreciated as it stalked across some
very open grassland.

We finally reached Satara Camp, decanting into our various accommodation blocks.

Saturday 3rd November  -  thick cloud, then sun, then thinner cloud from 2:30 p.m. Cool start
becoming hot and humid p.m.

Some longish faces had met the prospect of our 5 a.m. exit for a pre-breakfast drive, but with
thick cloud and cool conditions, it was terrific, especially when topped off by a barbecue breakfast
on our return!

We drove through seemingly rather quiet habitat in general, but the range of mammals seen was
excellent: zebras, giraffes, warthogs, Impalas, a bushbuck, buffalo, wildebeest, waterbuck and
Greater Kudu. The birds perhaps stole the show though, with a fine variety of new or otherwise
difficult species, including 10+ Black Crakes, 2 Giant and a Malachite Kingfisher, an Open-bill
Stork, a flying African Darter, a Reed Cormorant, a calling Verreaux’s Eagle-owl close above the
vans, a superb pair of Mosque Swallows, and several Red-breasted Swallows! A Pearl-spotted Owlet
was a lucky find for the first bus. A Yellow-fronted Canary was only outshone by a 'shockingly-
coloured' male Yellow-throated Longclaw!

At breakfast our first Yellow-billed Kite of the day dropped in to steal several rashers of bacon
from almost under our noses! A viewpoint here also provided views down to a drying river bed,
and from here we found two Malachite Kingfishers, an adult African Harrier-hawk, a pair of
Diederik Cuckoos, a stunning Collared Barbet and a female Mocking Cliff-chat, all of which
showed well.
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After breakfast we spent a short while in a fine hide overlooking a section of river, where a small
flock of White-faced Whistling-duck were new and a few Blacksmith Lapwing, Three-banded
Plovers, Black Crakes, an African Pied Wagtail, Lesser Masked-weavers and Wire-tailed Swallows
kept us busy. A few crocs were lurking as usual too.

Our return drive saw plenty of vultures coming up off an unseen carcass, including a couple of huge
Lappet-faced and a slender-billed Hooded among the African White-backed. Bateleurs were on the
move too, while a Martial Eagle circled round too, showing off its huge size. One short stop
revealed both Bearded and White-browed Scrub-robins only yards from the first vehicle.

The sun was out and it was hot, so returning at 11 we had 2 hours before lunch. Gerald, Lyn and
John took a stroll through the camp grounds, finding a resting Brown-headed Parrot, Lesser
Honeyguide, African Hoopoe, Grey and Red-billed Hornbills and Groundscraper Thrush among the
commoner Greater Blue-eared Starlings. Perhaps the oddest find was a small group of roosting
Epauletted Fruit-bats in a small acacia!

Even the end of lunch back at camp was somewhat disturbed when a 'woodland' kingfisher made a
couple of flights down onto the lawns behind us. Not a brown-headed as expected, but the very
scarce Grey-headed Kingfisher, and a stunning bird!

The afternoon was free in lieu of the early start and planned late finish, and the time for rest
greatly appreciated.

Dinner was interesting... A distant storm crept closer and finally the wind picked up as a few
raindrops fell and the lightening flashed all around. Then, just as we finished, the rain started in
earnest... So we waited it out as the wind blew, then despite poor conditions we all met and drove
to the front gate. A few little rain frogs were running across the roads in the rain, and the
conditions, according to the driver were impossible, and we had an early night.

Sunday 4th November  -  a crystal clear start and later largely sunny and hot.

We breakfasted early at 4:30 and were away from Satara Camp an hour later, taking our own
sandwiches with us. The 140 km was taken in a series of stops, including at Tshokwane, where a
pair of smart Southern Boubous showed well, and then we continued, including crossing the wide
Sabie River, complete with African Harrier-hawk and Pied Kingfisher, while another stretch ahead
held c. 50 Marabou Storks. The evidence of the tremendous flooding in the river which affected
Mozambique lower down even more, was more than evident.

Just before lunch we dropped in for a look at the large Skukuza Camp, including tremendous
Epauletted Fruit-bat colonies under the covered dining areas of the take-away food stand. The
diners were at first bemused, and then some horrified when they realised what we were looking at!
The river below held just one medium sized Nile Croc, while the fig tree overhead was being raided
by several rather furtive Speckled Mousebirds, and on the trunk, a couple of Tawny-flanked
Prinias. The tape also pulled out a Red-faced Cisticola (but what red face?!).

A leisurely picnic lunch was taken in a terrific almost water-level hide at Lake Panic. The
snoozing hippo under the planks fortunately was clearly used to people just overhead, as were a
large colony of Village Weavers, a stunning Goliath Heron, and a rather more flighty Malachite
Kingfisher. The dragonflies just in front were stunning too, largely being common species also
found up into central Spain!

The remainder of the drive was largely undertaken by observing the backs of our respective eyelids
in the heat, though a large herd of African Buffalo were noted close to the camp en route.

We pitched into Pretoriuskop Camp in real heat, complete with Vervet Monkeys and four Dwarf
Mongoose behind the main block, and were very grateful for the air-conditioned buildings.

With news that some lions had been following the same buffalo we’d passed earlier, we set out for
an evening drive. We headed for a small reservoir not too far away, and despite no lions had
terrific views of two young African Elephants frolicking in the muddy edge and disturbing two
large matriarchs with their two young, also bathing. A small drama beyond them was played out by
a lanky Secretary Bird which was systematically quartering the ground looking for eggs or young,
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though a pair of Blacksmith Plovers frantically dive-bombed it to distract it, and when it flushed a
few Water Thick-knees, one went into 'false injury' mode and drew its attention off to one side.
An African Fish-eagle was on the ground, and moved a few times across the grass before finally
flying to settle in the only bush available.

We finally pulled ourselves away from the elephants and cruised gently back. The green swathe of
fresh grass in a fairly recently burned area was clearly interesting to the grazers and a single and
then two White Rhino were readily found and eagerly watched as they grazed between the fine
burned stems. A really fine finish.

A superb barbecue dinner on the grass was greatly enjoyed, though we were surprised just how warm
it stayed until after dark... Tiredness was creeping in, with Joyce asleep before the end of call-
over, but it was not to be a great night either. Lightening started shortly after 11, and continued
into the night. Indeed, the storm was at full power by about 3 a.m., having taken out the camp
electricity, and few continued sleeping. It suddenly started to recede about 3:30.

Monday 5th November  -  thick cloud and cool at dawn, cloud slowly clearing and hot Kruger.
Broken cloud rest of day, cool and very breezy Lakenvlei.

The planned 4:30 start found only about half of us there, despite the fact that this was our last
chance for seeing African Lions. We headed out under thick grey cloud towards Transport dam,
almost bumping into a few roadside elephants in the half-light on the way, though plenty of
Common Duiker were about, and most of the other large mammals were seen too. No lions
however, and we were finally back c. 6:45 having seen a relatively small number of individuals.
The intense overnight rain had clearly not been kind in some way.

After breakfast we then took a stroll around the camp grounds. Some superb Purple-crested
Turacos showed superbly, with Grey Go-away-birds particularly in evidence as well. A Grey-headed
Bush-shrike came well to playback, with a Brown-hooded Kingfisher briefly present in a dead tree.
A Brown-headed Parrot gave us the run-around, until finally giving superb views, though a
stunning little Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird was rather too mobile for some. This was real mixed bag,
with a stunning Orange-breasted Bush-shrike out in full view, but a White-browed Bush-robin too
discrete for some.

We finally left by taking some roads and tracks in a tortuous but fascinating route through a
mixture of different scrub and grassland areas, plus a couple of lakes and two volcanic plug
outcrops, with their fascinating rounded boulders, weathered down over eons. We enjoyed our last
African Elephants, African Buffaloes, Burchell's Zebras, Giraffes, plenty of Impala and a few
Steenbok of the park, plus three delightful little Klipspringers, as always around some rocks. A few
new birds were noted, including Dusky Flycatcher, an African Darter and White-necked
Cormorant on one lake, and a Little Green Bee-eater sat right beside the second bus at one point.

Leaving the park via the Numbi Gate we started a quite long drive, for the first time on open
public roads and with seat-belts! This lead us through a whole series of landscapes and past towns
and villages, starting with the Zulu tribal land and 'township' just bordering the park, but soon
leading through rolling hills with numerous farms and the occasional town, including Nelspruit and
Belfast (!) until we reached the secluded Lakenvlei Lodge. In fact, almost 7 km down a brick
driveway and in pinewoods overlooking a wetland complex. Plenty of small birds were about on
the drive down, but as it was late, so we went straight to the cabins to let Jean prepare lunch. With
a few minutes spare, a short stroll down towards the lake found us watching a Lesser Swamp
Warbler with its loud song.

Lunch was duly taken on the veranda, but we met again for a walk later. This was breezy, with
distant rain clouds and lightening, but fortunately stayed dry. A good colony of Southern-Masked
and a few Cape Weavers, plus spectacular Southern Red Bishops was in the reedbed by the
reception, while the first of plenty of African Stonechats was also seen. Along the lake side we
soon noted the first of a couple of superb Black-headed Herons, plus Yellow-fronted Canary and
Common Fiscal Shrike in the reeds. A few breeding-plumage Whiskered Terns sped back and forth
over the lake, while just below the dam a fine Levaillant's Cisticola showed well. Wild Cat tracks,
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(presumed) Caracal scats and what were possibly also Leopard droppings were all also found along
the path, plus Cape Short-clawed Otter tracks and a few Porcupine quills.

Down towards a birdwatching hide, Reed Cormorants were notable and Little Grebes and Red-
knobbed Coots were in abundance. An African Purple Swamphen belied its presence with a loud
call, allowing several of us to see it before it rapidly dropped down into the sedges again.

Our return, now with the party well strung out also turned up a treat for the back-markers, with a
displaying Dark-capped Yellow Warbler giving excellent views. Sadly, a Black Sparrowhawk
crossing the lake was only just seen by a few in time, though a large flock of African Olive
Pigeons was seen by more as it passed over.

Barn Swallows were beginning to gather in groups, but sadly, everyone had disappeared into their
cabins just before dusk and missed the stunning spectacle of perhaps 100 000 massing over the
reedbed before dropping in to roost!

Dinner was taken in the fine log building, with the call-over in a meeting room above the
restaurant floor. However, as lightening flashed and thunder crashed intermittently outside, so the
bar staff got a little nervous and suggested we head back in case there was a power cut. Despite a
light shower on our way home, the thunder and lightening was very sparse, though plenty of rain
fell during the night.

Tuesday 6th November  -  cool and windy start. Torrential rain and hail from c.1 p.m., easing
from c. 2:30 p.m. into the night.

A cool and windy start was not great for reedbed birds, but we 'made do' with a short walk and
watch along in front of the cabins, seeing much as the day before, plus fine Groundscraper
Thrushes, a furtive Cape Robin-chat, 5 African Wattled Lapwings which rose up to mob a passing
Osprey, a brief Long-crested Eagle and several Cape Wagtails and perched White-throated
Swallows.

Given some minor delays, we didn't have time to stop the drive out for any of the three Black-
shouldered Kites or two male Fan-tailed Widowbirds close to the vehicles. We soon started
climbing once we'd passed Belfast again, and the rolling hills were largely arable field or grassland,
with just a few scattered Eucalyptus plantations. There were lots of pools about, but surprisingly
little on them, though highlights were good numbers of the spectacular male Long-tailed
Widowbirds displaying over the fields, a small group of Southern Bald Ibis probing the turf, and
three Blue Korhaans, though the latter were only just visible as heads poking up through the grass!
Despite the wind, we managed to see them through the scope, though the first male had been
briefly out in full view as he walked across the field, until we got out of the vehicles!

Roadworks slowed our progress along a long stretch of road, with this planned to cause disruption
for the next 2 _ years!! To add insult to injury, the weather suddenly got far worse and we entered
a very active front with lightening, thunder, rain, then hail, then torrential rain! The graded
gravel part of the road turned into a raging stream at times and Mark and Jean did supremely well
to steer us safely through it (just in time, we suspect).

As we approached Wakkerstroom for a late lunch, the cloud was down, water lay everywhere,
and we even had to detour in the town to avoid where water was overflowing a low bridge at high
speed. Lunch in a Wimpy was simple but adequate, then we pressed on through the rain to our
accommodation on the edge of Wakkerstroom. It was only during dinner in a restaurant in the
town that the rain finally eased, though it continued intermittently into the night.

Wednesday 7th November  -  8/8 cloud until 4 p.m. Chilly, windy a.m., warming slightly, heavy
rain early afternoon, then clearing and no wind rest of afternoon.

A thick pall of cloud hung over the hills as we went for a relaxed breakfast. In fact even leaving at
9 as still just too early, since our route along dirt roads into the hills was still with poor visibility
and the warmth had not had time to dry the tracks sufficiently for us to pass.
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We paused first on the edge of town to overlook a wet area where a gorgeous pair of Grey
Crowned Cranes fed among cattle in the marsh. Long-tailed Widowbirds, the first of hundreds
during the day were present in remarkable numbers, while other notable species included a few
Yellow-billed Duck and White-faced Whistling-duck.

Quickly pushing on to try and be amongst the first to the vast open grasslands, we found sodden
conditions, and the small birds were remarkably few. The early rains had produced a flush of low
grass sufficient to hide many, and only those up on rocks or on the fences were well watched.
African Pipits were common, with plenty of colourful Cape Longclaws. A couple of Spike-heeled
Larks were distinctive, as were a few Red-capped Larks, while a lovely little cisticola singing on a
fence caused some headaches before Mark worked it out as a Pale-crowned Cisticola. A few Wing-
snapping Cisticolas were rather distantly seen by a few, but passing Banded Martins and White-
throated and Greater Striped Swallows were well seen.

The mammals were surprisingly good for such an open area, with three Meerkats peering over the
top of a large mound, then the first of several Yellow Mongoose hunting out openly on the open
grassland. A stroke of great luck even saw a Cape Fox speed past across the front of the second
bus before disappearing rapidly into the murk.

After considerable scanning and scrutiny of the pipits in particular, the track conditions were too
poor to continue, so we headed back to the edge of the vast reedbeds by the town. Our planned
walk was somewhat truncated when we found that the board walk was destroyed in two places and
the extremely high water levels meant it was impossible to access via another route! But we still
enjoyed a pair of Cape Longclaw, a pair of African Marsh Harriers building a nest, several Steppe
Buzzards passing over and apart from various weavers and bishops in the reeds, a couple of
Levaillant's Cisticolas and an all-too-elusive African Reed Warbler.

We took a few more drives in the area finding African Wattled Lapwing, Crowned Lapwings plus
chicks, African Sacred Ibis, large numbers of Black-headed Herons, a couple of Hammerkop, a
Black Stork, Reed Cormorants, African Purple Swamphen, and even a superb male Little Bittern
out in full view. But the excessive water was a major problem having dispersed many of the
expected birds in the area.

Another fine lunch was laid on by Jean, and afterwards heavy rain fell. Meeting again at 3:30 we
decided to try a different 'main road' towards the Slang River dam. Though we had to detour at the
start given water gushing across a track, we were soon on our way, and a kestrel on the wires could
only be a Rock Kestrel, though raised a few ID queries given the pictures in the books. Also, when
after just a few km we then found a male Blue Korhaan out in a grassy field with nowhere to hide,
we knew we were in luck! Indeed, the sun came out and the wind dropped, and we found a series of
terrific birds in lovely surroundings, including three Anteater Chats, several Buff-streaked Chats, a
couple of flighty Malachite Sunbirds from the second bus, and then at the Slang River bridge, a pair
of Ground Woodpeckers, a couple of Rock Martins among dozens of South African Cliff-swallows,
singing Drakensberg Prinia and a singing Cape Robin-chat. A number of Rock Hyrax were also
easily observed in the boulders. Two different 'odd' pipits sadly have to remain unnamed though!
We returned with high spirits and had dinner at 7:30, before finishing the bird and mammal lists.

Thursday 8th November  -  largely overcast, dry, very warm and 'muggy' Mkuze on arrival, but
then a cool breeze developing.

A leisurely 7 a.m. breakfast and we were away at 8:30. The long drive took us through some
fascinating landscapes and habitats, with highland grassland and rocky hill-tops in huge farm
estates predominating for the first half, then as we dropped through more humanised areas in
Zululand, more scrub started appearing and evidence of human settlement increased. The last
section was through extensive thorn scrub woodland/forest, though with scattered settlements
along the dirt road to the reserve entrance. Birds were seen throughout, but we only stopped
briefly for a flock of Southern Bald Ibis well off to one side, but did see lots of widowbirds,
including a few male Red-collared, numerous weavers, a few Steppe Buzzards and 5 Pied Crows
amongst others.
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We ate lunch in the picnic area at the reserve entrance in muggy conditions. Dozens of Lesser
Striped and a few Red-breasted Swallows were cruising overhead, while several African White-
backed Vultures passed over at height. A short walk produced a close Crowned Hornbill, fly-by
Green Woodhoopoes, Southern Black Tit, Speckled Mousebirds, African Hoopoes and even a
Four-striped Grass Mouse running around on the lawn!

We were taken to our accommodation in a seemingly maze-like lay-out, and after a short break
were out again for a drive in the heavily overcast conditions. This were terrific, since a cool
breeze sprang up and the mammals were out in force. In fact, we found no less than 9 White
Rhinos, including one endearing baby! Nyala were common, plus a few Burchell's Zebra, Blue
Wildebeest, a Steenbok, a Common Duiker and lots of Impala, including a delightful fawn peering
at us from just underneath its vigilant mother - a lovely sight. We also stopped to watch a mass of
dung beetles flying in to land at some fresh rhino droppings, then roll off their respective prizes as
fast as possible! The first bus noted a couple of Yellow-throated Petronias, while second bus here
also noticed a fine White-headed Vulture in a tree.

We returned to our respective accommodation in the unfenced camp, with 'John's taxi service'
operated to ferry people back and forth from the catering cottage just before and again well after
dusk, just in case...

Friday 9th November  -  rain until 5:50, then cool and dry but with thick cloud until lunch.
Cloud breaking and turning hot, then clearing to very fine until dusk.

Our planned bird walk at 6 a.m. was almost a non-starter. But with the rain suddenly stopping just
before we decided it would be good to try. Indeed it was terrific, with plenty of birds out on the
tops drying off and singing as well, and we some found a few new species including Red-chested
Cuckoo, Purple-collared, Collared and the rare Neergard's Sunbirds, a fine pair of Yellow-breasted
Apalis, a Grey Tit-flycatcher, and a lovely Cape White-eye almost alongside a singing Willow
Warbler (!).

Our morning drive was terrific for birds, given the thick cloud, and nearly all of us saw a pair of
tiny Pink-throated Twin-spots, Brown-crowned Tchagra, and a couple of Gorgeous Bush-shrikes,
with an African Pygmy Kingfisher a bonus for the second bus. Down by a flooded river bend, an
African Darter colony was impressive, two very distant Squacco Herons sat in a tree, a Sombre
Greenbul sang in full view, and a Red-capped Robin-chat vied for attention with a Red-fronted
Tinkerbird high in the canopy!

The tricky driving conditions after the rain meant we headed back quite quickly, and though the
second bus didn't connect with a Gorgeous Bush-shrike in full view for the first, it again found two
more Suni (the smallest antelope) quietly biding their time under the scrub.

Back about 11:30 we took an hour's walk before lunch, re-finding the Neergard's and Purple-
banded Sunbirds, getting very close views of the Lesser Striped Swallows and a couple of wandering
Leopard Tortoises and rounding off with a look at the safari tent occupied by Bob and Margaret
(after also watching several Striped and one Brown-hooded Kingfisher!). Even lunch saw us rush
out as a Brown Snake-eagle circled over giving fine views!

A good break after lunch saw most people relaxing (i.e. taking a nap), though Gill and John spent
an hour sat in the shade watching the skies and spotting a few moving (albeit distant) raptors.

We met again at 4:30 for an evening drive, ostensibly for an outside chance of Black Rhino. We
saw none, and in fact remarkably few game, almost until back in camp! The birds were good
though, including more Crested Guineafowl, 5 Trumpeter Hornbills, and various other species we'd
already seen, though a few in the second bus managed brief views of a pair of Green-winged
Pytilias. The most notable thing was saved until the very last however, and just as we were
entering the camp, two male Nyala were parallel-walking in full display, with fur out on end,
especially on the dorsal ruff and tail, with ultra slow-motion walking, and completely oblivious to
our presence. A really extraordinary sight. Two other males simply strolled in and fed right beside
them, and it was the one-horned male who came out tops, being the last to relax down to normal!
He complex group hierarchy found in the species explains how odd the whole thing seemed,
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especially the two sub-ordinate males walking in and being completely ignored by the two in
display.

We ate another fine meal, returned to our respective accommodation and prepared for an early
breakfast, early start and rapid check-out on our return...

Saturday 10th November  -  cool, windy and heavily overcast until c.6:30 then clearing to
broken cloud and very warm, then thick cloud, wind and intermittent light rain p.m.

A 5:15 breakfast was followed by a sharp exit with our local guide Angel just before 6. Half way
along the route a bright green bird flashed across the track and most of us got fine views of a
gorgeous Narina Trogon perched quietly in trees off to one side. A short way ahead a few Purple-
backed Starlings in a large acacia were a beautiful sight in a lone ray of sunlight. 40 minutes after
we'd started we turned off onto a 'No entry' track and just a little way ahead climbed down from
the safari truck to start our walk.

After a little introductory talk we were soon off in single file. Crossing two watercourses was
interesting, but there was nothing on them and we entered into the towering fig forest on rich
alluvial soil. Trumpeter Hornbills were calling loudly, but some scolding in a thick tree overhead
saw Angel looking up and pointing out an owl to us...But where?! Even with binoculars it took
time to find a lovely African Barred-owlet sat just inside the edge of the foliage. An impressive
start!

The hornbills appeared in quantity just ahead, with 15 or 20 seen on our circular walk, but several
were clearly pestering a pair of Broad-billed Rollers, presumably nesting in one of the Sycamore
Fig Trees. Sadly, these barely stayed still for more than a few seconds, but binocular views were
had by all. A small bird suddenly flew down to a hole in a dead tree - a White-eared Barbet - but we
had to wait some time to see it, since it only reappeared at the hole once more before dashing off
into cover. A Red-eyed Dove flew past and a Tambourine Dove was noted by Gerald and Lyn.
Two more of the latter were also seen near the end, but only as they flashed off into the
understorey. We marvelled at the immense size of the trees, Angel showing us a dry spot between
the buttress roots, useful for a couple of people as shelter in case of rain! A female Blue-backed
Flycatcher sat quietly in a thick tangle, but the greatest prize was as we were returning. Angel
looked up and then agitatedly beckoned us over. Pel's Fishing-owl! But could we see it??!
Unfortunately, after changing position and just after finally locating it, way up in the crown and
almost impossible to see, it flew... So Angel persisted, lead us off-track and after almost 10
minutes found it again! The scope was finally on it and we all had good views of this remarkable
and difficult-to-see species. It is likely that the floods had forced it into these trees to roost. The
grin on Angel’s face, after not having seen it for 6 months, was a treat!

The return journey was without pauses, especially as we had to vacate rooms by 9:30, though a
few Greater Kudu were seen from the vehicle as we sped along.

We cruised gently through the park, then out onto tracks, pot-holed roads, and finally tarmac. A
brief stop en route allowed us to view a wetland area from the vehicle, with 5 Pink-backed
Pelicans and 2 Black Egrets distant, but just visible with bins, among dozens of Egyptian Geese.
Four Red-billed Teal were all but impossible to make out though.

We took the highway and had an early lunch at a town en route on a wide verge by the school!
Being Saturday it was empty and an ideal spot. After refuelling we were off again and the wind and
cloud increased to give us a few spots of rain before we eventually pulled into our accommodation
at St Lucia.

We took an 'orientative drive' out at 3 pm to see the local estuary. The water levels looked high,
especially given all the rain which backs up along the river from here to Mkuze (!), but
fortunately near the blocking sand bar, there were a few muddier sandbanks. A family of hippos
were hauled out on the far bank, the young chasing after each other round and round an adult, and
a few big Nile Crocodiles were also hauled out looking typically ominous. A Yellow-billed Stork fed
near a mixed flock of Caspian, Swift and a Common Tern. Waders scurrying around included
several Greater Ringed Plover, fine White-fronted Plovers, a few Greenshank, plenty of Little
Stint and lots of Curlew Sandpipers. A Sanderling tried to hide among them, but larger 'waders' were



The Travelling Naturalist                            Kruger & Drakensberg, Oct - Nov 07
Trip Report

11

Grey, Purple and Goliath Herons, African Spoonbill, Woolly-necked Stork and a flying African
Sacred Ibis. Two Yellow-bellied Greenbuls showed well in a viciously-spined acacia just in front.
Two African Fish-eagles flew over spooking most of the terns and waders before four Yellow-
billed Kites appeared and hassled them!

The reedbeds in front were spattered with weaver nests, with a male Thick-billed Weaver just
below us and just below its new nest displaying hard to a visiting female. Most however were bright
Yellow Weavers, though a few Lesser Masked Weavers were sneaking around among them too.

We drove down the final car park, over-looking the sand bar, and found another small roosting
tern group, including a single Sandwich Tern and also 5 Grey-headed Gulls. With a cool breeze off
the sea we didn't stay too long, but enough to discuss the danger of the crocodiles (despite plenty
of fishermen along the water's edge!) and also to watch a stunning Pied Kingfisher hovering just in
front and some rather distant Cape Gannets beating into the wind just offshore.

Dinner was taken in the local Italian Restaurant, though call-over was taken with a glass of bubbly
in hand, given that my wife had given birth to our baby boy the evening before!!!

Sunday 11th November  -  broken cloud and mild, almost still start. Hot, sunny and breezy later.

An early start for 7 of us, who met the Unimog vehicle at 5:20 a.m. for a whale-watching trip.
Well, 5:30 much to John's annoyance and then with other delays were weren't at the beach until
5:45. We climbed onto the boat where the captain gave us a briefing about this 'adventure' and not
'pleasure' trip, and then were pulled down towards the water by a tractor, and then we were shoved
into the sea... But at a slight angle, and the skipper started yelling at the guys on the beach to push
the prow onto the waves and then out... It was exciting, but we finally were able to get into a
minimum depth of water for the propellers and in a split second we were tearing off like a startled
cheetah through a gap in the breakers. Adventure it certainly was!

We stopped again a little offshore where the turbid shore water formed a sharp line with the blue
sea. We changed captains and headed out at high speed across an increasing swell, paralleling the
coast and noting the incredible high vegetated dunes along the shore. The second highest
vegetated dunes in the world. The search was now on, and it was some time before we saw
anything, though a few distant tantalising seabirds were seen passing. We were suddenly then told
of a whale surfacing, but on approach found nothing, despite a very brief view behind us, so we
moved on. More water was covered, and we noted two passing adult Indian Yellow-nosed
Albatrosses and a few petrels, including a couple of large White-chinned Petrels. But with a
mixture of intermittent light rain and spray, using optics was basically out.

A small pod of Common Dolphins suddenly rushed in towards us, flushing several large flying-fish
as they went, then hung around the boat for a few minutes. Magic! More cruising, and time seemed
to be getting on, but a Hammerhead Shark just below the surface was just visible.

With another of the company’s boats out having more luck than us, we changed course and
powered c.6 km across the bay. Some Humpback Whales were close to that boat and after what
seemed like an age, the other boat backed off and we headed slowly towards them. The whales
were heading out though, so the skipper worked out an intercept line and got it just right. Three
fine Humpbacks came up numerous times either in front or to our right, with fluke raising a couple
of times and even one spectacular breach - a spectacular sight! We finally left them in peace and
headed for shore, with the greatest excitement being that as the water got shallower, so we got
faster! Indeed, with very shallow water on a falling tide, we had the plough the boat as far up the
beach as possible. Incredible! At least it was easy to get off and we returned very satisfied with the
whale sightings above all else.

Breakfasting at 8 we left at 9:15 for St Lucia Wetlands Park, now a World Heritage Site. A few
Southern Reedbuck were in the damper patches, plus alone Red Duiker, then even 3 White Rhinos
in open grass well off the road. A side track quickly produced a pair of White-eared Barbet, and on
a dead tree a perched Southern Banded Snake-eagle. A couple more raptors hunting from cleared
pine stumps ahead were smart African Cuckoo-hawks. The edge of the wood ahead produced a pair
of Yellow-rumped Barbets in the crown of a tree for the first bus, but they quickly disappeared.
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We stopped just before the edge of the camp in the dunes where a group of the rare Samango
Monkeys and another small troop of Green Vervet Monkeys were present. Birds were plentiful
too, and we spent some time watching Dark-backed Weavers, an Eastern Olive Sunbird, Square-
tailed Drongos and trying to spot a singing Brown Scrub-robin which disappeared without trace.

We took a fast walk through the remarkable Casuarina trees on the dunes between the cabins, and
while none of the hoped-for twin-spots were present, a small group of Red-backed Mannikins were
a lovely sight. Most walked back along the beach for the return leg, with a picnic lunch then taken
in the car park. A few African Honey Bees kept us with our eyes open on the food, though
thankfully we weren't pestered by the monkeys given lots of other weekend picnickers!

The cruise back found 4 White Rhinos together now at the same point as before, plus an African
Buffalo, while a short new route took us to the edge of Catalina Bay on a huge lake. Most birds,
including 150+ Greater Flamingos were too far away to ID in the haze, but the very first in the
scope was an (sub-?) adult Crab Plover! An extremely scarce species in the region and a great find.

Given the heat we returned c. 4 pm and later in the evening went into town for a fine meal in a
seafood restaurant.

Monday 12th November  -  mostly windy (force 5-6) and sunny. Some cloud especially p.m.

A few of us managed to be up for an early morning walk, which left at 5:45. Despite a strong
gusting wind, we find a string of excellent birds in the dense coastal forest. A Yellow-rumped
Tinkerbird foraged in a palm, a pair of Woodward's Batis flitted in the edge of the bushes just
opposite, a remarkable-looking Livingstone's Turaco peered down at us from the canopy, a couple
of Spectacled Weavers foraged in a dense tangle, a secretive Lemon Dove sat just feet away on the
forest floor under the twigs, until it regained enough confidence to creep rapidly off into denser
cover, and a Brown Scrub-robin also foraged just beside it at one point. A ticking sound got Mark
excited and the PDA was out to incite the bird to respond. Finally, after a good search and several
waits we could just see the head of a Green Malkoha peering down at us through a tiny hole in an
impenetrable tangle in the canopy. Mark then smiled again as a buzzy trill emanated from the
trees and after accidentally flushing the bird, a Scaly-throated Honeyguide gave superb views
through the scope as it sat dead still on some looping vines. And as if this weren’t enough, to
round it off, a loud, rich song lead to a team hunt to track down the songster. Amazingly, there
right in the canopy, a fine Yellow-spotted Nicator sang its heart out giving great views!

At breakfast it was noted that the previous top three birds had now been demoted, to which came
the response that a top 10 would now be better! Breakfast was taken from 7:55 and we were away
at 8:45 on the long drive to Durban, where we took a lunch break in the Botanic Gardens. Lots of
birds were present too, including a male African Paradise-flycatcher, a couple of African Black
Flycatchers among the drongos, and breeding Grey and Black-headed Herons, African Sacred Ibis
and Pink-backed pelicans in huge fig tree. Everywhere we looked seemed to throw in something
new, including Thick-billed Weaver, Southern Red Bishops and a Squacco Heron around the pool.
Hadeda Ibis were everywhere, including one around our feet at the lunch tables!

After a quick shop were we off again. Our route took us through Bulwer, followed by a short drinks
stop at Himeville, then we continued on to our accommodation at a large farm nearby. A quick
stop was necessary on the entrance drive though given a Secretary Bird stalking the slopes just off
to one side. Amongst numerous largely unseen but noisy birds, a few Olive Thrushes were worm-
hunting on the lawns and when several of us readjourned to go back in an unsuccessful attempt to
see the Secretary Bird again, a female Reedbuck , probably Southern but possibly Mountain, stood
stock-still on the edge of a little pinewood  near the entrance.

Being a lovely evening, most of us had a little wander around, with those in the upper house being
impressed by a large gathering of hundreds of Red-billed Quelea, many of which passed over the
lower house's garden in speedy, noisy flocks en route!

Tuesday 13th November  -  misty, dead still start and crystal clear. Staying almost cloudless, but
a strong wind for most of the day. Hot during descent from c. 2 p.m. 'Peerless' evening.
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After a 6:15 breakfast we were away sharp at 7 in our two 4x4 taxis. Working our way towards the
base of the mountains, we hit the start of dusty roadworks - part of the 'grand plan' to tarmac the
road up through the Sani Pass! The pros (and apparently mainly cons) of this were debated
throughout the day.

Apart from customs at both the South African and Lesotho borders, some 9 km apart, we stopped
briefly en route a few times to look at a few birds, including a male Cape Rock-thrush, Gurney's
Sugarbird in the Protea trees, and the second bus noted a few Familiar Chats, a female rock-thrush
feeding barely-flying fledglings, plus one perched and another flying Malachite Sunbird. A couple
of Cape Grassbirds were also seen, while a Bush Blackcap was noted by those in the first car, and
for a split second as it flew past the second.

Having successfully negotiated 'Haemorrhoid Hill' and 'The Switchbacks', we finally emerged onto
the Lesotho plain just before that country's border post. Very pretty Cape Sparrows were breeding
under a rather ramshackle entrance arch, while a pair of superb Sentinel Rock-thrushes feeding on
the short turf were also well appreciated.

We tried walking forward a little way once border formalities were cleared by our driver guides
(Steve and Mike), but the wind was just too much. We managed brief looks at a few birds, including
more rock-thrushes and our first Drakensburg Siskins, while a fly-over Lammergeier was almost
missed as it sped past overhead.

Driving ahead we picked out two of the endemic Mountain Pipits from the vehicles, a lovely male
Yellow Canary in the dwarf shrubs and a Sickle-winged Chat, though we saw another of the latter
at close range just before getting out at a Basotho camp, with a Large-billed Lark feeding just feet
away in the camp too.

Steve our driver led us to the entrance of a traditional hut and explained about the traditions and
customs of the local people, and how we were to enter. After asking for, and receiving permission,
we entered and over about 30 minutes were introduced to the people, their customs, their fantastic
bread and interesting beer! We even indulged in a little retail therapy buying Angora wool hats,
grass sweeping brushes and even a tin of Lesotho lager!

We returned to the pub for lunch, with quick stop for passing Cape Vultures and a Rock Kestrel.
Smoked trout or vegetable soup seemed to be the order of the day!! We took a good look outside
just afterwards, and several Cape Buntings, Drakensberg Siskins and lots of Cape Sparrows hopped
around almost by our feet, though it took a good search from the top of a little cliff to find our
main goal - a stunning pair of Drakensberg Rock-jumpers, which hopped and flitted around a few
little outcrops on the slopes below us.

Sloggett's Ice-rat... Now there's a thing! Everyone except Ann had managed to get views of this
peculiarly-named, err, rat, so we took a final wander round to find it. But we only finally managed
it when back in the vehicles as one generously peered out at us from a little pile of rocks just
above a Drakensberg Crag Lizard!

The return drive was as rough as the climb, but it was now hot, too. A couple of stops for Gurney's
Sugarbirds gave excellent views, though a Barratt's Warbler singing below us only showed to a
couple of the group as a blue flash as it dived into thick cover. Or what was that blue flash??

We eventually reached our cottages at the farm, and fell / crawled / lurched out of the vehicles to
perfect conditions. Dozens of African Black and Alpine Swifts were flashing past overhead,
including below the tree-tops. But it was only when Jean miraculously produced tea, coffee,
roobois and cake, which we took with delight on the porch, that most for the first time were able
to even look up and enjoy the spectacle!

A perfect end to a terrific day. Call-over was also taken on the veranda, and we just finished when
the TIA moment happened... "This is Africa" moment according to Jean! Fortunately her
foresight meant that dinner was already done, though serving it proved more interesting! A
candle-lit dinner was a treat for our last night, and the power even returned just after we'd finished,
to be able to prepare hot drinks!
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Wednesday 14th November  -  cloudless morning. Very warm by 8 a.m. getting hot! A narrow
belt of cloud over Durban where warm and humid. Cloudy evening.

Our last day started hot. Lyn and Gerald found Malachite Sunbird and Bokmakierie in their garden
before breakfast, while a singing Black Cuckoo also flew in just before packing the vans and was
seen by a lucky few.

We packed the vehicles and left at 9. Driving a sort of loop on local roads, we traversed a series of
fields between grassy hills topped by rounded boulder-strewn peaks. A Jackal Buzzard flushed from
a roadside pole as we passed and flew round in a loop to resettle once we'd passed. The first stop
was for a singing Bokmakierie, which of course dropped into cover as soon as we stopped, but
playback drew it out and we finally had excellent views of this gaudy shrike as it sang from a fence
and fallen tree trunk. A few stops revealed the ever-impressive displaying Long-tailed Widowbirds,
a few Levaillant's Cisticolas, African Stonechats and an African Pipit or two graced the wires. A
small flock of Southern Bald Ibis fed in a field close to a pond with Blacksmith and Wattled
Lapwings. A couple more immature ibis fed in a harvested maize field close to the road.

A small lake was alive with birds. We stepped out, and with the scope enjoyed views of resting
White-backed Duck, Southern Pochard, an Intermediate Egret and Malachite Kingfisher of most
note, though there were many dozen Red-knobbed Coots, plus numerous Little Grebes, Common
Moorhens, Reed Cormorants and delightful breeding-plumaged Whiskered Terns and a few Brown-
throated Martins flickering over the water. Another rectangular lake close by held more surprises,
with a few South African Shelduck, a small group of Southern Shoveler and several Southern
Pochard of most note. Amazingly, a little bridge over a short section of a small river also gave us
views of a perched Semi-collared Kingfisher. A Common Duiker crossing the road just in front was
our last surprise, although a few in the second bus were able to see a Common Saw-wing swallow.

A 15 minute pit-stop in Underberg prepared us for the next part of the journey, and we started
towards Durban. A good but rather slow lunch off the main road meant there was very little time
to visit some old settlement ponds en route, but with a blazing sun and high temperatures, we
decided instead on a quick return visit to the Botanic Gardens. A great move, since there was a
band of cloud covering Durban, and though very warm and humid, it was very tolerable. 45
minutes in the garden were also sufficient for most to visit the orchid house and also go and try
the cream teas there again!!!

We were soon deposited at Durban airport where we bade our farewells to Mark and Jean, then
most of us changed before checking our luggage through to London or even onwards. Our flight
was much less full and rather more comfortable than that going out, though departure was delayed
by almost 90 minutes due to a 'technical problem' which was solved by "eliminating one of the
computers, though we have another four". I had visions of a huge old-style IBM being hurled out
of the cockpit and crashing onto the tarmac!

Thursday 15th November  -  arrival London Heathrow.

The flight was uneventful and we reached Heathrow a little late, and fortunately everyone's
luggage except John's arrived safely. Mine finally arrived, also intact, albeit on Sunday afternoon!
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Species Lists:

BIRDS - AVES

OSTRICHES - Struthionidae

Common Ostrich   Struthio camelus   Six adults in morning and 2 adults + 5 juveniles afternoon Kruger National Park
on 2nd.

GUINEAFOWL - Numididae

Helmeted Guineafowl   Numida meleagris   Noted on 11 days with one - four daily at various sites from 31st - 9th, plus
2 en route on 12th, except 12+ Capricorn Loop on 1st and plenty daily 6th - 8th.

Crested Guineafowl   Guttera pucherani   Noted at Mkuze on 3 days, with 4 on 8th, 4 on 9th and 5-6 on 10th.

GROUSE, PHEASANTS & allies - Phasianidae

Crested Francolin   Dendroperdix sephaena   Seen on 5 days, with 2 Kruger National Park on 31st, 1 en route Kruger
National Park on 2nd, 4 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 2 on 4th and 1 Mkuze on 9th.

Natal Spurfowl/Francolin   Pternistis natalensis   4 Kruger National Park on 31st, plenty Mopani Camp on 1st, plenty
Mopani Camp on 2nd, plenty N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, a few various sites Kruger National Park on 4th.

Swainson's Spurfowl/Francolin   Pternistis swainsonii   Seen on 6 days with c. 10 Capricorn Loop on 1st, plenty en
route on 2nd, a few N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, lots at various sites on 4th, 2+ Wakkerstroom on 7th, 2
Wakkerstroom on 8th.

Common Quail   Coturnix coturnix   One briefly in flight Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

GEESE, SWANS & DUCKS - Anatidae

White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata   Seen on 5 days: 7 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 4 + 3 Kruger National
Park on 4th, 5 Wakkerstroom on 7th, c. 12 en route on 9th, several Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

White-backed Duck   Thalassornis leuconotus   6+ Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Spur-winged Goose   Plectropterus gambensis   Recorded on 8 days: one Kruger National Park on 4th, plenty various
sites on 6th, 6+ Wakkerstroom on 7th, several en route on 8th, lots en route on 10th, 1 Durban Botanic
Garden and several en route on 12th, a few en route on 13th, and a few Himeville - Underberg Loop on
14th.

Egyptian Goose   Alopochen aegyptiaca   Abundant, widespread and seen daily in small to large number.

South African Shelduck   Tadorna cana   7 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Yellow-billed Duck   Anas undulata   Seen on 7 days: one Lakenvlei on 5th, 15 various sites on 6th, 25 various sites
on 7th, a few en route on 8th, 2 en route on 12th, 2 en route on 13th, and several Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

Cape Shoveler   Anas smithii   5 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Red-billed Teal   Anas erythrorhyncha   6 Letaba Camp on 2nd.

Southern Pochard   Netta erythrophthalma   10+ Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

ALBATROSSES - Diomedeidae

Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche chlororhynchos   Two adult whale-watching trip St Lucia on 11th.

PETRELS & SHEARWATERS - Procellariidae

White-chinned Petrel   Procellaria aequinoctialis   Two+ whale-watching trip St Lucia on 11th.
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GREBES - Podicipedidae

Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis   Two en route on 2nd, 5+ Lakenvlei on 5th, lots Lakenvlei on 6th, 4 on 7th and
dozens Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

FLAMINGOS - Phoenicopteridae

Greater Flamingo   Phoenicopterus roseus   120+ St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

STORKS - Ciconiidae

Yellow-billed Stork   Mycteria ibis   One immature Kruger National Park on 31st, 2 Letaba River and 6+ Olifants River /
Camp on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 St Lucia on 10th.

African Openbill   Anastomus lamelligerus   One immature Mopani Camp on 31st, 1 Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 N’wanetsi
Loop on 3rd and 1 Mkuze on 9th.

Black Stork   Ciconia nigra   One immature Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus   One Capricorn Loop on 1st, 2 en route on 2nd, 1 St Lucia on 10th, 1 St
Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, 3 en route on 12th.

Saddle-billed Stork   Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis   Two Kruger National Park on 31st, 1 immature Capricorn Loop
on 1st, 1 Letaba River on 2nd and 2 on 4th.

Marabou Stork   Leptoptilos crumeniferus   One Mopani Camp on 1st, 4-5 Letaba Camp and 4 Satara Camp on 2nd, few
N’wanetsi Loop and 14 Satara Camp on 3rd and 50+ near Skukuza Camp on 4th.

IBISES & SPOONBILLS - Threskiornithidae

Sacred Ibis   Threskiornis aethiopicus   Seen on 7 days: 2 Lakenvlei and 1 en route on 6th, 6 Wakkerstroom on 7th, 1
St Lucia on 10th, 1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, lots Durban Botanic Garden on 12th, 7 en route on
13th and lots Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

Southern Bald Ibis   Geronticus calvus   Five en route on 6th, 29 en route on 8th and 8 + 2 Himeville - Underberg Loop
on 14th.

Hadeda Ibis   Bostrychia hagedash   Recorded on 12 days: seen in small - moderate number throughout the trip except
on 1st, 4th and 11th.

African Spoonbill   Platalea alba   Noted on 9 days: one Letaba River and 4 Olifants River on 2nd, 1 on 4th, 2 on 6th,
1 Slang River route on 7th, 1 Mkuze on 9th, 2 St Lucia on 10th, 1 on 11th, 3 Durban Botanic Garden on
12th and a few Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

HERONS & BITTERNS - Ardeidae

Little Bittern   Ixobrychus minutus   1 male Wakkerstroom on 7th.

White-backed Night Heron   Gorsachius leuconotus   One on nest Olifants River on 2nd.

Striated Heron   Butorides striata   Sev Mopani Camp on 1st, 3+ en route on 4th, 1 en route on 5th.

Squacco Heron   Ardeola ralloides   Three Mkuze on 9th and 1 Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis   Noted on 10 days: c. 10 Mopani Camp on 31st, Sev Mopani Camp on 1st, 2 on 4th,
several en route and 3 Lakenvlei on 5th, lots on 6th, c.15 Wakkerstroom on 7th, plenty various sites on
8th, plenty en route on 10th, 12th and 14th.

Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea   Recorded on 10 days with 2-3 Kruger National Park on 31st, 1 Capricorn Loop on 1st,
several Letaba River on 2nd, 1+ N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 2+ on 4th, several Wakkerstroom on 7th, lots St
Lucia+ on 10th, several St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, plenty en route on 12th and plenty Himeville -
Underberg Loop+ on 14th.

Black-headed Heron   Ardea melanocephala   Two+ Lakenvlei on 5th, 10+ on 6th, 30+ Wakkerstroom on 7th, 1
Wakkerstroom on 8th, lots Durban Botanic Garden and en route on 12th, 1 Sani Pass and 1 Himeville on
13th, and plenty various sites on 14th.

Goliath Heron   Ardea goliath   One Kruger National Park on 31st, 1 Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 Olifants Camp and 1
Olifants River on 2nd, 1 on 4th, 1 St Lucia on 10th and 1 Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea   Two Lakenvlei on 5th, 2 Lakenvlei on 6th, 1 juvenile Mkuze on 9th and 5+ St Lucia
on 10th.

Great [White] Egret   Ardea alba   Sev Letaba River and Olifants Camp on 2nd, 1 en route on 6th, several
Wakkerstroom on 8th, 2 Mkuze on 9th, lots en route on 10th, 2 Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on
11th and 1 en route on 13th.

Yellow-billed/Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia   1 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Black Heron   Egretta ardesiaca   2 en route on 10th.
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Little Egret   Egretta garzetta   Sev Mopani Camp on 1st, few Mkuze and Satara Camp on 10th and several Catalina
bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

HAMERKOP - Scopidae

Hamerkop   Scopus umbretta   One Olifants River on 2nd, 1 on 4th, 1 en route on 5th, 2 en route on 6th, 2 on 7th and 2
Mkuze on 10th.

PELICANS - Pelecanidae

Pink-backed Pelican   Pelecanus rufescens   Five en route on 10th, c.8 Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and several
Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

GANNETS & BOOBIES - Sulidae

Cape Gannet   Morus capensis   Two adults St Lucia on 10th and 6 whale-watching trip St Lucia on 11th.

CORMORANTS - Phalacrocoracidae

Reed/Long-tailed Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus   Common, widespread and seen in generally small number
daily except on 2nd, 4th, 8th and 13th. Noted on 11 days.

White-breasted Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus   One Kruger National Park on 5th, 1 Wakkerstroom on 7th and 1
en route on 14th.

ANHINGAS / DARTERS - Anhingidae

African Darter   Anhinga [melanogaster] rufa   One N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 Kruger National Park on 5th, plenty at
colony Mkuze on 9th and 1 en route on 10th.

FALCONS & allies - Falconidae

Rock [Common] Kestrel   Falco [tinnunculus] rupicolus   One Slang River route on 7th and 1 Sani Pass on 13th.

HAWKS, EAGLES & allies - Accipitridae

Secretarybird   Sagittarius serpentarius   One Kruger National Park on 2nd, 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, 1 in flight
St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, 1 Himeville on 12th and 1 in flight Sani Pass on 13th.

Osprey   Pandion haliaetus   One Lakenvlei on 6th.

African Cuckoo-Hawk/Baza   Aviceda cuculoides   Two (a pair?) St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Black-winged/-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus   Seen on 7 days: one en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, 3+
N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 5 en route on 6th, 4+ various sites on 7th, 3 Wakkerstroom on 8th, 1 Mkuze on
9th and 2 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Yellow-billed Kite   Milvus [migrans] aegypteus / parasitus   Noted on 10 days: 1 Kruger National Park on 31st, 6+
Letaba Camp and Olifants Camp on 2nd, lots various sites on 3rd, several on 4th, 1 Kruger National Park
on 5th, 6+ St Lucia+ on 10th, lots St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, lots en route on 12th, 2 en route on
13th and a few en route on 14th.

African Fish Eagle   Haliaeetus vocifer   Seen on 9 days, with 1 Kruger National Park and 2 Mopani Camp on 31st, pair
Mopani Camp on 1st, 3-4 en route on 2nd, heard N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 4+ various sites on 4th, 1
Kruger National Park on 5th, 1 Mkuze on 9th, 2 St Lucia on 10th and 1 en route on 14th.

Lammergeier / Bearded Vulture   Gypaetus barbatus   Three singles Sani Pass on 13th.

Hooded Vulture   Necrosyrtes monachus   One Capricorn Loop on 1st, 3 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 2+ Kruger National
Park on 4th.

White-backed Vulture   Gyps africanus   Recorded on 7 days: c. 6 Kruger National Park on 31st, a few en route on 2nd,
plenty N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, plenty Kruger National Park on 4th, 10+ Mkuze on 8th, 2+ Mkuze on 9th
and 2 Mkuze on 10th.

Cape Vulture   Gyps coprotheres   Three Sani Pass on 13th.

White-headed Vulture   Aegypius occipitalis   One N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 Mkuze on 8th.

Lappet-faced Vulture   Aegypius tracheliotus   Two Letaba River on 2nd, 2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 Kruger
National Park on 4th.

Black-chested Snake Eagle   Circaetus pectoralis   One Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Brown Snake Eagle   Circaetus cinereus   Seen on 6 days: two Capricorn Loop on 1st, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 3
Kruger National Park on 4th, 1 Kruger National Park on 5th, 1 Mkuze on 9th and 1 St Lucia Wetland
Park on 11th.

Southern Banded Snake Eagle   Circaetus fasciolatus   1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.
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Bateleur   Terathopius ecaudatus   Recorded on 6 days, with 1 adult + 1 juvenile Kruger National Park on 31st, 2+
Capricorn Loop on 1st, plenty en route on 2nd, plenty en route on 3rd, plenty en route on 4th and 1
Mkuze on 9th.

African Marsh Harrier   Circus ranivorus   One Lakenvlei on 5th, a female Lakenvlei on 6th, pair Wakkerstroom on
7th and 1 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

African Harrier-Hawk / Gymnogene   Polyboroides typus   Noted on 6 days: 1 adult en route Kruger National Park on
2nd, 1 adult N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 adult Tsabo River on 4th, 2 Mkuze on 8th, 3 Mkuze on 9th and 1
adult Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Dark Chanting Goshawk   Melierax metabates   1 juvenile Kruger National Park on 2nd.

Gabar Goshawk   Micronisus gabar   One briefly St Lucia on 12th.

African Goshawk   Accipiter tachiro   One briefly St Lucia on 10th.

Little Sparrowhawk   Accipiter minullus   One perched adult Kruger National Park on 31st.

Black Sparrowhawk/Goshawk   Accipiter melanoleucus   One briefly Lakenvlei on 5th.

Steppe Buzzard   Buteo buteo vulpinus   Noted on 11 days: 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, several Lakenvlei+ on 5th, 5+
en route on 6th, c. 8 Wakkerstroom on 7th, several en route on 8th, 2 Mkuze on 9th, several en route on
10th, several St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, plenty en route on 12th, 1 en route on 13th and plenty en
route on 14th.

Jackal Buzzard   Buteo rufofuscus   One Wakkerstroom on 7th, 1 en route on 12th, 2 en route on 13th and 2+
Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Tawny Eagle   Aquila rapax   One eating a hornbill Kruger National Park on 31st.

Wahlberg's Eagle   Aquila wahlbergi   Noted on 8 days, with several Kruger National Park on 31st, 1-2 Capricorn
Loop on 1st, few various sites on 2nd, 2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 5+ various sites on 4th, 2 Pretoriuskop
Camp on 5th, 2 Mkuze on 8th and 2 Mkuze on 9th.

African Hawk-Eagle   Aquila spilogaster   A superb adult Kruger National Park on 31st.

Booted Eagle   Aquila pennatus   One pale phase en route Kruger National Park on 2nd and 1 pale phase N’wanetsi
Loop on 3rd.

Martial Eagle   Polemaetus bellicosus   Noted on 5 days with amazing numbers! 1 adult + 1 immature Kruger National
Park on 31st, 1 Capricorn Loop on 1st, 5 various sites Kruger National Park on 2nd, 2+ N’wanetsi Loop
on 3rd and 2 Kruger National Park on 4th.

Long-crested Eagle   Lophaetus occipitalis   One adult Lakenvlei on 6th, 2 en route + 1 Himeville on 12th and 3+ en
route on 14th.

BUSTARDS - Otidae

Kori Bustard   Ardeotis kori   One female Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Blue Korhaan   Eupodotis caerulescens   Three en route on 6th and 1 male Slang River route on 7th.

Red-crested Korhaan   Lophotis ruficrista   An amazing male singing right beside the buses on 2nd.

Black-bellied Bustard   Lissotis melanogaster   One male in display on 4th and 3 males including one in full display
Mkuze on 9th.

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS - Rallidae

Black Crake   Amaurornis flavirostra   >10 in various sites Kruger National Park on 3rd and 3+ Kruger National Park
on 4th.

African Swamphen   Porphyrio madagascariensis   One Lakenvlei on 5th and c.10 Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus   One Lakenvlei on 5th, 2 Lakenvlei on 6th, 3+ Wakkerstroom on 7th and
several Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Red-knobbed Coot   Fulica cristata   Seen on 6 days: lots Lakenvlei on 5th, lots again Lakenvlei and also other sites
on 6th, lots Wakkerstroom on 7th, common on pools en route on 12th and 13th and plenty Himeville -
Underberg Loop and en route on 14th.

CRANES - Gruidae

Grey/Southern Crowned Crane   Balearica regulorum   Four pairs Wakkerstroom on 7th and 2 Himeville - Underberg
Loop and 12 en route on 14th.

STONE-CURLEWS / THICK-KNEES - Burhinidae
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Water Thick-knee/Dikkop   Burhinus vermiculatus   One Kruger National Park and 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, 3 Mopani
Camp and 3-4 Mopani Camp night drive on 1st, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 en route and 3 Pretoriuskop
Camp on 4th and 2 St Lucia on 10th.

CRAB-PLOVER - Dromadidae

Crab-plover   Dromas ardeola   One (near-?) adult Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park was a big surprise on 11th.

STILTS & AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae

Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus   Three Mopani Camp on 31st, several Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 on 2nd, 2
on 4th and several Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - Charadriidae

Blacksmith Lapwing   Vanellus armatus   Noted on 10 days; The commonest and most widespread wader, seen daily in
number in Kruger National Park, several en route on 6th, several Wakkerstroom+ on 7th, plenty en route
and at St Lucia on 10th and several Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

White-crowned Lapwing   Vanellus albiceps   3 on a river en route Kruger National Park on 2nd.

Senegal Lapwing   Vanellus lugubris   20+ Kruger National Park on 4th and 5 Kruger National Park on 5th.

Crowned Lapwing   Vanellus coronatus   Plenty of this lovely species Capricorn Loop on 1st, several en route on 2nd,
2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 2 adults + 2 juveniles Wakkerstroom on 7th.

African Wattled Lapwing   Vanellus senegallus   Five Lakenvlei on 6th, 6+ Wakkerstroom on 7th and pair + 2 chicks
Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

[Common] Ringed Plover   Charadrius hiaticula   C. 10 St Lucia on 10th.

Three-banded Plover   Charadrius tricollaris   Recorded on 8 days, with 1 Kruger National Park and 4-5 Mopani
Camp on 31st, several Mopani Camp on 1st, several various sites on 2nd, plenty N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd,
plenty on 4th, 2 St Lucia on 7th, 1 Sani Pass on 13th and a few Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

White-fronted Plover   Charadrius marginatus   Two Mopani Camp on 31st, several various sites on 2nd and 4 Slang
River route on 10th.

JACANAS - Jacanidae

African Jacana   Actophilornis africanus   Noted on 8 days: one Kruger National Park + several Mopani Camp on
31st, several Mopani Camp on 1st, few various sites on 2nd, few N’wanetsi Loop and 14 Satara Camp on
3rd, several various sites on 4th, 2 Mkuze on 9th, several en route on 10th and 1 en route on 14th.

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES & allies - Scolopacidae

[Eurasian] Whimbrel   Numenius phaeopus   Two seen by Gill from plane Jo'berg airport on 31st.

Marsh Sandpiper   Tringa stagnatilis   Two Mopani Camp on 31st and 1 Mopani Camp on 1st.

Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia   Seen on 6 days: one-two Kruger National Park and 2 Mopani Camp on 31st,
several various sites on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 2+ on 4th, 2+ St Lucia on 10th and several
Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

Wood Sandpiper   Tringa glareola   One Kruger National Park and 2+ Mopani Camp on 31st, 1 Letaba River on 2nd, 2
N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 4+ on 4th.

Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos   Noted on 7 days, with 1 Mopani Camp on 1st, few various sites on 2nd, 1
N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 Slang River route on 7th, 1 Mkuze on 9th, 1 St Lucia on 10th and 1 Himeville
- Underberg Loop on 14th.

Sanderling   Calidris alba   One St Lucia on 10th.

Little Stint   Calidris minuta   C. 20 St Lucia on 10th.

Curlew Sandpiper   Calidris ferruginea   C. 50 St Lucia on 10th.

Ruff   Philomachus pugnax   One Letaba Camp on 2nd and 1 Kruger National Park on 4th.

COURSERS & PRATINCOLES - Glareolidae

Temminck's Courser   Cursorius temminckii   8+ Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Collared Pratincole   Glareola pratincola   One Mopani Camp on 31st, 3+ Mopani Camp on 1st and 10+ Kruger
National Park on 4th.

GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS - Laridae

Grey-hooded/-headed Gull   Larus cirrocephalus   C. 10 St Lucia on 10th, various whale-watching trip St Lucia and
various Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.
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Caspian Tern   Hydroprogne caspia   Three St Lucia on 10th and 2 Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

Sandwich Tern   Sterna sandvicensis   One St Lucia on 10th.

Swift/Crested Tern   Sterna bergii   C. 30 St Lucia on 10th and lots whale-watching trip St Lucia on 11th.

Common Tern   Sterna hirundo   One St Lucia on 10th.

Little Tern   Sternula albifrons   20+ Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

Whiskered Tern   Chlidonias hybrida   10-15 Lakenvlei on 5th, c. 5 Lakenvlei on 6th and 10+ Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

White-winged [Black] Tern   Chlidonias leucopterus   One Lakenvlei on 6th.

SANDGROUSE - Pteroclididae

Double-banded Sandgrouse   Pterocles bicinctus    One brief male Kruger National Park on 31st.

PIGEONS & DOVES - Columbidae

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon   Columba livia   Two Belfast on 5th, plenty on 6th, plenty on 7th, plenty on 8th, lots
Durban on 12th and lots en route on 14th.

Speckled Pigeon   Columba guinea   Noted on 4 days: several Wakkerstroom on 6th, plenty Wakkerstroom+ on 7th,
plenty Wakkerstroom on 8th, and plenty Himeville on 13th.

African Olive/Rameron Pigeon   Columba arquatrix   A flock of 50-60 over Lakenvlei on 5th, 1 Lakenvlei on 6th and
8 en route on 12th.

Lemon Dove   Columba larvata   One St Lucia early on 12th.

[African] Mourning [Collared] Dove   Streptopelia decipiens   Noted on 5 days in Kruger National Park: 3+ Mopani
Camp on 1st, several various sites on 2nd, plenty on 3rd, plenty Satara Camp on 4th and plenty on 5th.

Red-eyed Dove   Streptopelia semitorquata   Recorded on 9 days: 1 Lakenvlei on 5th, plenty Lakenvlei+ on 6th, 8+
Wakkerstroom on 7th, several Wakkerstroom on 8th, 1 Mkuze on 10th, 1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th,
plenty Durban Botanic Garden on 12th, plenty Himeville on 13th and plenty Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

Ring-necked/Cape Turtle Dove   Streptopelia capicola   Noted on 8 days: abundant Kruger National Park daily,
common Mkuze on 9th and on 10th.

Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis   One of the most widespread species and seen daily except on 6th and
11th. Seen on 13 days.

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos   Seen on 5 days: 1 Letaba Camp on 2nd, plenty on 4th, heard
Mkuze on 8th, plenty on 9th and plenty on 10th.

Tambourine Dove   Turtur tympanistria   Three Mkuze on 10th, 1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and heard St Lucia on
12th.

African Green Pigeon   Treron calvus   1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

PARROTS & allies - Psittacidae

Brown-headed Parrot   Poicephalus cryptoxanthus   3-4 Mopani Camp on 31st, heard Satara Camp on 2nd, 1 Satara
Camp on 3rd and 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th.

TURACOS - Musophagidae

Livingstone's Turaco/Lourie   Tauraco livingstonii   One seen and several heard St Lucia early on 12th.

Purple-crested Turaco/Lourie   Tauraco porphyreolophus   6+ Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, several heard Mkuze on
9th and 1 Mkuze on 10th.

Grey Go-away-bird/Lourie   Corythaixoides concolor   Noted on 5 days: 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, several Olifants
Camp and Satara Camp on 2nd, lots Satara Camp+ on 3rd, plenty on 4th and plenty Pretoriuskop Camp
on 5th.

CUCKOOS - Cuculidae

Burchell's Coucal   Centropus burchelli   Seen on 5 days, with 1 Kruger National Park on 31st, 2 Capricorn Loop on
1st, several N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 3 Kruger National Park on 4th, and 1 Mkuze on 8th.

Green Malkoha / Yellow-billed Coucal    Ceuthmochares aereus   One St Lucia early on 12th.

Great Spotted Cuckoo   Clamator glandarius   One Kruger National Park on 31st.

Levaillant's Cuckoo   Clamator levaillantii   3 Mopani Camp and 3-4 Mopani Camp night drive on 1st.

Jacobin Cuckoo   Clamator jacobinus   One Kruger National Park on 4th, 2 Kruger National Park on 5th.
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Dideric Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx caprius   A pair N’wanetsi Loop and 2 males Satara Camp on 3rd, 2 heard Kruger
National Park on 4th and heard St Lucia on 10th.

Klaas's Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx klaas   A male Mkuze on 8th.

Black Cuckoo   Cuculus clamosus   A fine singing male Himeville on 14th.

Red-chested Cuckoo   Cuculus solitarius   Noted on 5 days: 1 seen and several heard Mkuze on 9th, several heard
Mkuze on 10th, heard St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, heard Himeville on 13th and heard Himeville on
14th.

African Cuckoo   Cuculus gularis   A singing male Kruger National Park on 4th.

OWLS - Strigidae

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl   Bubo lacteus   One Mopani Camp night drive on 1st, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 juvenile
en route Kruger National Park on 4th.

Pel's Fishing Owl   Scotopelia peli   An adult Fig Forest Mkuze on 10th.

Pearl-spotted Owlet   Glaucidium perlatum   Heard Mopani Camp on 1st, heard en route on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on
3rd and 1 en route plus 2 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th.

African Barred Owlet   Glaucidium capense   An adult Fig Forest Mkuze on 10th.

NIGHTJARS - Caprimulgidae

Fiery-necked / Square-tailed Nightjar   Caprimulgus pectoralis / fossii   Two nightjars, both specifically unidentified
on Mopani Camp night drive on 1st.

SWIFTS - Apodidae

African Palm Swift   Cypsiurus parvus   Seen on 5 days: several Letaba Camp on 2nd, 2 en route and 3 Pretoriuskop
Camp on 4th, plenty various sites on 5th, several Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and several Durban
Botanic Garden on 14th.

Alpine Swift   Tachymarptis melba   Lots over garden Himeville on 13th and a few Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

African Black Swift   Apus barbatus   One Pretoriuskop Camp and 1 Lakenvlei on 5th and lots over garden Himeville
on 13th.

Little Swift   Apus afemalesinis   Abundant and noted on 13 days: widespread and seen daily in small to large number,
except on 6th and 13th.

Horus Swift   Apus horus   A few at several sites on 1st, 3rd and 4th in Kruger National Park (2nd bus only).

White-rumped Swift   Apus caffer   Common, widespread and seen daily in small-moderate number except on 11th.

MOUSEBIRDS - Coliidae

Speckled Mousebird   Colius striatus   Seen on 6 days: 10+ various sites on 4th, 2+ en route on 5th, 2 Mkuze on 8th, a
few Durban Botanic Garden on 12th, 2 Himeville on 13th and few Himeville on 14th.

Red-faced Mousebird   Urocolius indicus   Just 3 en route on 2nd and 1 Mkuze on 9th.

TROGONS - Trogonidae

Narina Trogon   Apaloderma narina   A superb bird Mkuze on 10th.

ROLLERS - Coraciidae

Purple/Rufous-crowned Roller   Coracias naevius   Five N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 3+ Kruger National Park on 4th.

Lilac-breasted Roller   Coracias caudatus   Recorded on 7 days; Seen daily Kruger National Park in small - moderate
number, plus 2 en route on 10th. on 31st, several on 1st, several on 2nd, plenty on 3rd, 6+ on 4th,
several on 5th and 2 en route on 10th.

Broad-billed Roller   Eurystomus glaucurus   2 Fig Forest Mkuze on 10th.

KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae

Grey-headed Kingfisher   Halcyon leucocephala   One Satara Camp on 3rd.

Brown-hooded Kingfisher   Halcyon albiventris   Seen on 5 days: 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, 2+ heard Kruger National
Park on 4th, 2 Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, 1 Mkuze on 9th and 3 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Striped Kingfisher   Halcyon chelicuti   Two Mkuze on 8th and 5 Mkuze on 9th.

African Pygmy Kingfisher   Ispidina picta   One live and one sadly dead in Mkuze camp on 9th.

Malachite Kingfisher   Alcedo cristata   Seen on 5 days: 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, 3 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 Kruger
National Park on 4th, 1 Lakenvlei on 6th, 1 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.
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Half-collared Kingfisher   Alcedo semitorquata   A pair Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Giant Kingfisher   Megaceryle maxima   Recorded on 5 days: 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, 1 Mopani Camp on 1st, 1
Olifants River on 2nd, 2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 St Lucia on 10th.

Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis   Seen on 8 days, with 1 Kruger National Park and 1 Mopani Camp on 31st, 1 Mopani
Camp on 1st, 1 Letaba River and 2 Olifants River on 2nd, 1 Tsabo River on 4th, 1 Lakenvlei on 6th, 1
Wakkerstroom on 7th, 1 St Lucia on 10th and 2 Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands Park on 11th.

BEE-EATERS - Meropidae

Little Bee-eater   Merops pusillus   Just one from 2nd bus Kruger National Park on 5th.

European Bee-eater   Merops apiaster   Noted on 5 days: plenty Kruger National Park from 1st - 5th.

HOOPOES - Upupidae

African Hoopoe   Upupa africana   Seen on 6 days: 1 singing en route a.m. and 1 Letaba River on 2nd, 6+ Satara Camp
and N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, a few various sites on 4th, 1 Kruger National Park on 5th, 4 Mkuze on 8th
and 2-3 over lunch on 10th.

WOODHOOPOES - Phoeniculidae

Green/Red-billed Woodhoopoe   Phoeniculus purpureus   Seen on 5 days: 2 Letaba River on 2nd, 2 N’wanetsi Loop
on 3rd, 1 Wakkerstroom on 7th, 3 Mkuze on 8th and heard Mkuze on 10th.

Common Scimitarbill   Rhinopomastus cyanomelas   Two Kruger National Park on 5th and 1 Mkuze on 8th.

HORNBILLS - Bucerotidae

Crowned Hornbill   Tockus alboterminatus   One Mkuze after lunch on 8th.

African Grey Hornbill   Tockus nasutus   Recorded on 5 days, with one-two Kruger National Park on 31st, a few
Capricorn Loop on 1st, plenty en route on 2nd, 1 Satara Camp on 3rd and a few various sites on 4th.

Red-billed Hornbill   Tockus erythrorhynchus   One en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, 3+ Ac and 1 N’wanetsi Loop
on 3rd, a few Kruger National Park on 4th and a few Kruger National Park on 5th.

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill   Tockus leucomelas   Noted on 7 days: lots Kruger National Park daily until 5th,
then 1 Mkuze on 9th.

Trumpeter Hornbill   Bycanistes bucinator   6+ Mkuze on 9th, and lots Fig Forest Mkuze and St Lucia on 10th.

GROUND HORNBILLS  - Bucorvidae

Southern Ground Hornbill   Bucorvus leadbeateri   A pair Kruger National Park on 31st, 5 en route Kruger National
Park on 2nd and 2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

TOUCANS & BARBETS  - Ramphastidae

White-eared Barbet   Stactolaema leucotis   A pair Fig Forest Mkuze on 10th, a pair St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and
1+ St Lucia on 12th.

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird   Pogoniulus bilineatus   Two St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and 1 St Lucia early on 12th.

Red-fronted Tinkerbird   Pogoniulus pusillus   One seen and others heard Mkuze on 9th and several heard Mkuze on
10th.

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird   Pogoniulus chrysoconus   One male Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th.

Black-collared Barbet   Lybius torquatus   One male N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 2 males Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, a
male Mkuze on 8th and 2 males Mkuze on 9th.

Crested Barbet   Trachyphonus vaillantii   Seen on 5 days: a pair Mopani Camp on 1st, heard Mopani Camp, heard
Letaba Camp and 1 seen and also heard Satara Camp on 2nd, plenty Satara Camp on 3rd, plenty Satara
Camp on 4th and 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th.

HONEYGUIDES - Indicatoridae

Lesser Honeyguide   Indicator minor   One Satara Camp on 3rd and 1 Mkuze on 8th.

Scaly-throated Honeyguide   Indicator variegatus   One St Lucia early on 12th.

WOODPECKERS - Picidae

Red-throated Wryneck   Jynx ruficollis   A pair plus another heard Wakkerstroom on 8th and 1 Himeville on 13th.

Golden-tailed Woodpecker   Campethera abingoni   Three N’wanetsi Loop and 2 Satara Camp on 3rd.

Ground Woodpecker   Geocolaptes olivaceus   Two Slang River route on 7th and 4 en route on Sani Pass on 13th.
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Cardinal Woodpecker   Dendropicos fuscescens   One N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd and 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th.

WATTLE-EYES & BATISES - Platysteiridae

Woodward's Batis   Batis fratrum   A pair St Lucia early on 12th.

Chinspot Batis   Batis molitor   A pair Letaba Camp on 2nd, a pair Satara Camp on 3rd and a pair Mkuze on 9th.

HELMETSHRIKES, BUSHSHRIKES - Malaconotidae

White-crested Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus   Five Capricorn Loop on 1st, 2 Kruger National Park on 5th and 3
Mkuze on 8th.

Grey-headed Bushshrike   Malaconotus blanchoti   Two N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

Orange-breasted Bushshrike   Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus   One Mopani Camp on 1st and 2 Pretoriuskop Camp
on 5th.

Four-coloured/Gorgeous Bush-shrike   Chlorophoneus quadricolor   Three Mkuze on 9th and heard Mkuze on 10th.

Bokmakierie   Telophorus zeylonus   Singles Himeville and Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Brown-crowned Tchagra   Tchagra australis   One Kruger National Park on 4th and 2 Mkuze on 9th.

Black-crowned Tchagra   Tchagra senegalus   Two Capricorn Loop on 1st and 1 Kruger National Park on 4th.

Black-backed Puffback   Dryoscopus cubla   Noted on 7 days: 4+ Mopani Camp on 1st, 2 Letaba Camp on 2nd, several
Kruger National Park on 4th, a female Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, plenty Mkuze on 9th, plenty Mkuze
on 10th and 1 male St Lucia on 12th.

Southern Boubou   Laniarius ferrugineus   A pair en route on 4th, a pair St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, 2 St Lucia and
pair Himeville on 12th and 1 Himeville on 13th.

Brubru   Nilaus afer   One Capricorn Loop on 1st.

SHRIKES - Laniidae

Magpie Shrike   Urolestes melanoleucus   Noted on 6 days: 3 Kruger National Park on 31st, several Capricorn Loop on
1st, plenty en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, plenty N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, several Kruger National
Park on 4th and 2 Mkuze on 8th.

Red-backed Shrike   Lanius collurio   One male Lakenvlei on 5th, a female Mkuze on 9th and a female en route on
13th.

Lesser Grey Shrike   Lanius minor   One Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Common Fiscal   Lanius collaris   Seen on 8 days: common and widespread on roadside wires in higher agricultural
areas; noted daily from 5th, except on 9th and 11th.

OLD WORLD ORIOLES - Oriolidae

African Golden Oriole   Oriolus auratus   A male briefly in flight Mkuze on 10th.

[Eastern] Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus   Heard Letaba Camp on 2nd and 3+ males Pretoriuskop Camp on
5th.

DRONGOS - Dicruridae

Square-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus ludwigii   Two Mkuze on 10th, several St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and 2 St Lucia
on 12th.

Fork-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus adsimilis   Common and noted on 12 days: widespread and seen daily in small-
moderate number except on 6th, 7th and 11th.

MONARCH-FLYCATCHERS - Monarchidae

Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher   Trochocercus cyanomelas   Heard Mkuze on 9th and a female Fig Forest Mkuze on
10th.

African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis   One male Kruger National Park on 31st, 1 male Letaba Camp on
2nd, 1 male Satara Camp on 3rd and 2 males + a female Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES - Corvidae

Cape Crow   Corvus capensis   Four Wakkerstroom and area on 7th, lots en route on 12th, a few en route on 13th and
lots Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Pied Crow   Corvus albus   Seen on 5 days: 2 en route on 5th, 5+ en route on 8th, a few en route on 10th, lots en route
on 12th and plenty various sites on 14th.

White-necked Raven   Corvus albicollis   Just a pair Sani Pass on 13th.
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ROCKJUMPERS - Chaetopidae

Drakensburg Rockjumper   Chaetops aurantius   A superb pair Sani Pass on 13th.

TITS & CHICKADEES - Paridae

Southern Black Tit   Melaniparus niger   Recorded on 7 days: one-two daily various sites Kruger National Park from
1st-5th, plus 1 Mkuze on 8th and several there on 9th.

SWALLOWS & MARTINS - Hirundinidae

Black Saw-wing   Psalidoprocne pristoptera   Just 1 from 2nd bus Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Brown-throated/Plain Martin   Riparia paludicola   6+ Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Banded Martin   Riparia cincta   C. 10 Wakkerstroom + St Lucia on 7th.

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica   The commonest and most widespread birds of the trip, seen daily, including a huge
roost Lakenvlei on 5th.

White-throated Swallow   Hirundo albigularis   Noted on 4 days: several Lakenvlei on 5th, 2 Lakenvlei on 6th, plenty
various sites on 7th and several various sites on 14th.

Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii   Two Olifants Camp on 2nd, plenty Kruger National Park on 3rd and plenty
Kruger National Park on 4th.

Rock Martin   Ptyonoprogne fuligula   One Wakkerstroom and 2 Slang River route on 7th.

[Common] House Martin   Delichon urbicum   One en route on 6th.

Greater Striped Swallow   Cecropis cucullata   Seen on 6 days: 2 Wakkerstroom on 6th, 8+ Wakkerstroom on 7th,
several Wakkerstroom on 8th, lots Himeville on 12th, lots Himeville on 13th and lots Himeville -
Underberg Loop on 14th.

Lesser Striped Swallow   Cecropis abyssinica   The common striped lowland swallow and noted on 10 days. A few
daily Kruger National Park except on 3rd, abundant NK 8th - 10th, plenty St Lucia on 12th and plenty
en route on 14th.

Red-breasted Swallow   Cecropis semirufa   Recorded on 7 days: a pair en route on 2nd, pr+ N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd,
plenty Kruger National Park on 4th, several Kruger National Park on 5th, 3-4 Mkuze on 8th, 2 en route
on 10th and plenty St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Mosque Swallow   Cecropis senegalensis   A pair N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

South African Cliff Swallow   Petrochelidon spilodera   Lots various sites on 7th and 15+ Himeville - Underberg Loop
on 14th.

LARKS - Alaudidae

Rufous-naped Lark   Mirafra africana   Two en route on 2nd, heard en route on 4th and 1 St Lucia Wetland Park on
11th.

Sabota Lark   Mirafra sabota   One Kruger National Park on 31st, 3+ Capricorn Loop on 1st, 1 en route on 2nd and a
few N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

Spike-heeled Lark   Chersomanes albofasciata   Two Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Red-capped Lark   Calandrella cinerea   7+ Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Large-billed Lark   Galerida magnirostris   Two Sani Pass on 13th.

Grey-backed Sparrowlark   Eremopterix verticalis   Lots Capricorn Loop on 1st.

CISTICOLAS & allies - Cisticolidae

Red-faced Cisticola   Cisticola erythrops   Two seen plus 2 heard Skukuza Camp on 4th.

Rattling Cisticola   Cisticola chiniana   By far the commonest Cisticola and noted on 9 days. Found in lowland
scrubby habitat. Noted daily 1st - 5th Kruger National Park, 8th - 10th Mkuze and on 11th St Lucia
Wetland Park.

LevaillantÕs Cisticola   Cisticola tinniens   Three+ Lakenvlei on 5th, 1 Lakenvlei on 6th, 3+ Wakkerstroom and 2
Slang River route on 7th and 2+ Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Croaking Cisticola   Cisticola natalensis   One St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Neddicky / Piping Cisticola   Cisticola fulvicapilla   Singles N’wanetsi Loop (2nd bus) on 3rd and Kruger National
Park (1st bus) on 5th.

Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis   A few en route on 2nd, heard en route Kruger National Park on 4th, 1 Lakenvlei
on 6th and 1 Wakkerstroom on 7th.
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Pale-crowned Cisticola   Cisticola cinnamomeus   One Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Wing-snapping Cisticola   Cisticola ayresii   One en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, 1 Kruger National Park (1st
bus) on 5th and several Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Tawny-flanked Prinia   Prinia subflava   Two Kruger National Park on 31st, 1+ Mopani Camp on 1st, 4+ Skukuza
Camp on 4th and 1 Himeville on 14th.

Drakensberg Prinia   Prinia hypoxantha   Two Slang River route on 7th.

Rudd's Apalis   Apalis ruddi   A pair St Lucia early morning on 12th.

Yellow-breasted Apalis   Apalis flavida   Three Mkuze on 9th.

Green-backed Camaroptera   Camaroptera brachyura   A few Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 Mkuze on 9th, 2 St Lucia
Wetland Park on 11th and heard St Lucia on 12th.

Stierling's Wren-Warbler   Calamonastes stierlingi   Just 1 heard en route Kruger National Park on 4th.

BULBULS - Pycnonotidae

Dark-capped Bulbul   Pycnonotus tricolor   The second commonest and widespread bird of the tour. Seen daily in
small to moderate number at numerous sites.

Sombre Greenbul   Andropadus importunus   A few Mkuze on 9th and several St Lucia on 12th.

Yellow-bellied Greenbul   Chlorocichla flaviventris   One on 9th, 2 St Lucia on 10th, 1-2 St Lucia Wetland Park on
11th and several St Lucia on 12th.

FAMILY UNCERTAIN - Incertae sedis

Eastern Nicator   Nicator gularis   One St Lucia early morning on 12th.

OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae

BarrattÕs Warbler   Bradypterus barratti   Two heard Sani Pass on 13th.

Cape Grassbird   Sphenoeacus afer   Two seen well Sani Pass on 13th.

Lesser Swamp Warbler   Acrocephalus gracilirostris   Two+ Lakenvlei on 5th and heard Wakkerstroom on 7th.

African Reed Warbler   Acrocephalus baeticatus   Two Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Dark-capped Yellow Warbler   Chloropeta natalensis   A singing male Lakenvlei on 5th.

Willow Warbler   Phylloscopus trochilus   One heard Wakkerstroom on 7th and 1 seen + several heard Mkuze on 9th.

Long-billed Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens   One Capricorn Loop + 1+ Mopani Camp on 1st and heard N’wanetsi Loop
on 3rd.

BABBLERS & PARROTBILLS - Timaliidae

Arrow-marked Babbler   Turdoides jardineii   C. 5 en route on 2nd, heard N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, plenty Kruger
National Park on 4th and plenty Kruger National Park on 5th.

Bush Blackcap   Lioptilus nigricapillus   One male Sani Pass on 13th.

SUGARBIRDS - Promeropidae

Gurney's Sugarbird   Promerops gurneyi   Four Sani Pass on 13th.

WHITE-EYES - Zosteropidae

Cape White-eye   Zosterops [pallidus] capensis   One Mkuze on 9th and 1 Himeville on 13th.

STARLINGS - Sturnidae

Common/Indian Myna   Acridotheres tristis   Recorded on 8 days: 3+ Jo'berg airport on 31st, plenty en route on 6th,
lots Wakkerstroom on 7th, lots Wakkerstroom on 8th, plenty en route on 10th, lots various sites on
11th, plenty Durban Botanic Garden+ on 12th and plenty en route on 14th.

Common/European Starling   Sturnus vulgaris   Three en route on 6th.

Wattled Starling   Creatophora cinerea   C. 15 Capricorn Loop on 1st, 1000s Kruger National Park on 2nd, and plenty
Kruger National Park on 4th.

Cape [Glossy] Starling   Lamprotornis nitens   Noted on 7 days: 1 Kruger National Park on 31st, plenty Capricorn
Loop+ on 1st, lots Wakkerstroom on 7th, lots Wakkerstroom + Mkuze on 8th, lots Mkuze on 9th, lots
Mkuze on 10th and plenty St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.
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Greater Blue-eared [Glossy] Starling   Lamprotornis chalybaeus   Seen on 5 days: 1 Mopani Camp on 1st, plenty
various sites on 2nd, lots N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, plenty Kruger National Park on 4th and plenty Kruger
National Park on 5th.

Burchell's Starling   Lamprotornis australis   Plenty various sites on 2nd, lots N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, plenty Kruger
National Park on 4th and plenty Kruger National Park on 5th.

Black-bellied Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus   One Mkuze on 9th, several Mkuze on 10th, 2+ St Lucia Wetland
Park on 11th and 2 St Lucia on 12th.

Violet-backed Starling   Cinnyricinclus leucogaster   7-8 Capricorn Loop on 1st, a female Kruger National Park on
5th, pair Mkuze on 9th, and plenty Mkuze on 10th.

[African] Pied Starling   Spreo bicolor   One Belfast + 1 Lakenvlei on 5th, a few en route on 6th, lots at various sites
on 7th, and plenty Wakkerstroom+ on 8th.

Red-winged Starling   Onychognathus morio   Noted on 6 days: 2 Letaba Camp on 2nd, plenty various sites on 7th,
plenty Wakkerstroom+ on 8th, a few Himeville on 12th, 2 Sani Pass + 2 Himeville on 13th and several
Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Yellow-billed Oxpecker   Buphagus africanus   Two Mopani Camp on 1st and 1 en route on 2nd.

Red-billed Oxpecker   Buphagus erythrorhynchus   Seen on 9 days: common in Kruger National Park on various wild
animals and seen daily 31st - 5th. Also a small number in and adjacent to Mkuze on 8th - 10th.

THRUSHES - Turdidae

Groundscraper Thrush   Psophocichla litsitsirupa   One en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, a pair Satara Camp on
3rd, 1 Pretoriuskop Camp + 2 Lakenvlei on 5th and 2 Lakenvlei on 6th.

Kurrichane Thrush   Turdus libonyanus   Noted on 6 days, with several Letaba Camp on 2nd, 1 en route on 4th, 1+
Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, 1 Mkuze on 9th, 1 Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and 1 Durban Botanic
Garden on 14th.

Olive Thrush   Turdus olivaceus   Three Himeville on 12th, several Himeville on 13th and 2+ Himeville on 14th.

OLD WORLD CHATS & FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae

Cape Robin-Chat   Cossypha cafemalesra   One Lakenvlei on 6th, 1 Wakkerstroom + 1 St Lucia on 7th, 2 Sani Pass on
13th and 1 Himeville on 14th.

White-throated Robin-Chat   Cossypha humeralis   One Mopani Camp on 1st and 1 Mkuze on 9th.

White-browed Robin-Chat   Cossypha heuglini   One Letaba Camp on 2nd.

Red-capped Robin-Chat   Cossypha natalensis   One Mkuze on 9th, 1 St Lucia on 10th and 1 St Lucia on 12th.

Bearded Scrub Robin   Cercotrichas quadrivirgata   One Letaba Camp on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, and 2 Mkuze
on 9th.

Brown Scrub Robin   Cercotrichas signata   Heard St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, and 1 St Lucia early morning on
12th.

White-browed Scrub Robin   Cercotrichas leucophrys   Recorded on 5 days: one (-two) Letaba Camp on 3rd, heard
Kruger National Park on 4th, 1 Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th, heard Mkuze on 8th and 1 Mkuze on 9th.

African Stonechat   Saxicola torquata   Noted on 5 days: common Lakenvlei on 5th, common Lakenvlei on 6th, 1 male
Wakkerstroom + 6+ Slang River route on 7th, lots Sani Pass on 13th and several Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

Buff-streaked Chat   Saxicola bifasciata   Three males plus two females Slang River route on 7th.

Sickle-winged Chat   Cercomela sinuata   Two above Sani Pass on 13th.

Familiar Chat   Cercomela familiaris   Two Sani Pass on 13th.

[Southern] Ant-eating Chat   Myrmecocichla formicivora   Two Slang River route on 7th.

Mocking Cliff Chat   Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris   A male Mopani Camp on 31st, 1 male Mopani Camp on 1st and
a female N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

Cape Rock Thrush   Monticola rupestris   Just 1 male Sani Pass on 13th.

Sentinel Rock Thrush   Monticola explorator   A pair + male above Sani Pass on 13th.

Southern Black Flycatcher   Melaenornis pammelaina   One Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, 1+ Pretoriuskop Camp on 5th,
and several Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

Spotted Flycatcher   Muscicapa striata   One Kruger National Park on 31st.

Ashy/Blue-grey Flycatcher   Muscicapa caerulescens   Two St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.
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African Dusky Flycatcher   Muscicapa adusta   One Kruger National Park on 5th.

Grey Tit- /Lead-coloured Flycatcher   Myioparus plumbeus   One + heard Mkuze on 9th.

SUNBIRDS - Nectariniidae

Collared Sunbird   Hedydipna collaris   A male Mkuze on 9th, a few St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, and several St
Lucia on 12th.

Eastern Olive Sunbird   Cyanomitra olivacea   One St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Amethyst/African Black Sunbird   Chalcomitra amethystina   A male St Lucia on 12th.

Malachite Sunbird   Nectarinia famosa   Two males Slang River route on 7th, 2 Sani Pass on 13th and a male
Himeville on 14th.

Neergaard's Sunbird   Cinnyris neergaardi   A singing male Mkuze on 9th.

Greater Double-collared Sunbird   Cinnyris afrea   A male Himeville on 12th and a male Sani Pass on 13th.

Marico Sunbird   Cinnyris mariquensis   A male Mopani Camp on 1st and a male N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

Purple-banded Sunbird   Cinnyris bifasciatus   Two males Mkuze on 9th.

White-bellied Sunbird   Cinnyris talatala   A male Mopani Camp on 1st.

OLD WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Passeridae

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus   Quite common and widespread: noted daily in small number except on 4th, 5th,
7th and 9th.

Cape Sparrow   Passer melanurus   Three (2nd bus) Slang River route on 7th, 1 Himeville on 12th, and plenty Sani
Pass+ on 13th.

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffusus   Noted on 6 days: seen daily Kruger National Park in small -
moderate number, plus 1 Wakkerstroom on 7th.

Yellow-throated Petronia   Gymnoris superciliaris   One Mkuze on 8th and 1 Sani Pass on 13th.

WEAVERS & WIDOWBIRDS - Ploceidae

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver   Bubalornis niger   Seen each full day in Kruger National Park in moderate - large number.

Thick-billed Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons   A pair St Lucia on 10th and 2 males Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

Spectacled Weaver   Ploceus ocularis   A pair St Lucia and a pair Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and 1 male Durban
Botanic Garden on 14th.

Cape Weaver   Ploceus capensis   Recorded on 5 days: one - two males Lakenvlei on 5th, 1 male Lakenvlei on 6th, a
few Wakkerstroom on 7th, 1 male Wakkerstroom on 8th and 1+ Mkuze on 9th.

Yellow Weaver   Ploceus subaureus   A couple of big colonies St Lucia on 10th and a small colony St Lucia early
morning on 12th.

Lesser Masked Weaver   Ploceus intermedius   Noted on 5 days: plenty in small colonies in reeds Letaba River and
Olifants River on 2nd, also N’wanetsi Loop and Satara Camp on 3rd, good numbers Satara Camp on 4th,
a few St Lucia on 10th and 2 males St Lucia on 12th.

Southern Masked Weaver   Ploceus velatus   Seen on 8 days, with plenty Capricorn Loop and Mopani Camp on 1st,
plenty Mopani Camp on 2nd, common Lakenvlei on 5th, common Lakenvlei on 6th, plenty on 7th, 1
male Mkuze on 8th, several Mkuze on 9th and plenty Mkuze on 10th.

Village/Spotted-backed Weaver   Ploceus cucullatus   A large colony visible from the bird hide on 4th and a male
Mkuze on 9th.

Dark-backed/Forest Weaver   Ploceus bicolor   Six+ St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Red-headed Weaver   Anaplectes melanotis   A good colony Mopani Camp on 1st and plenty Mopani Camp and Letaba
Camp on 2nd.

Red-billed Quelea   Quelea quelea   Noted on 6 days: 4-5 Mopani Camp on 1st, c. 25 en route Kruger National Park on
2nd, 2 Wakkerstroom on 7th, 100s Himeville on 12th, 100s Himeville on 13th and plenty Himeville on
14th.

Southern Red Bishop   Euplectes orix   Seen on 6 days: c. 20 in a small colony Lakenvlei on 5th, Lakenvlei on 6th,
plenty Wakkerstroom on 7th, plenty en route on 8th, small colony Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and
a few Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

Yellow Bishop / Yellow-rumped Widow   Euplectes capensis   One male Sani Pass on 13th.
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Fan-tailed/Red-shouldered Widowbird   Euplectes axillaris   Noted on 5 days: two males Lakenvlei on 6th, a few
males various sites on 7th, a few males en route on 8th, 1 en route on 10th and 2 males St Lucia Wetland
Park on 11th.

Red-collared Widowbird   Euplectes ardens   3-4 males en route on 8th and a few males Himeville - Underberg Loop
on 14th.

Long-tailed Widowbird   Euplectes progne   Noted on 4 days: plenty en route on 6th, lots Wakkerstroom + Slang
River route on 7th, plenty en route on 8th and several pairs Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

WAXBILLS, MUNIAS & allies - Estrildidae

Green-winged Pytilia   Pytilia melba   Two Letaba Camp on 2nd, 2 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, and 2 Mkuze on 9th.

Pink-throated Twinspot   Hypargos margaritatus   A pair Mkuze on 9th.

Red-billed Firefinch   Lagonosticta senegala   Two N’wanetsi Loop (2nd bus) on 3rd and a pair Kruger National Park
on 4th.

African/Blue-billed Firefinch   Lagonosticta rubricata   A pair+ Mopani Camp on 1st and 4 Kruger National Park on
5th.

Blue Waxbill / Southern Cordonbleu   Uraeginthus angolensis   Recorded on 9 days: small - moderate numbers daily
Kruger National Park + camps, plus a few Mkuze 8th - 10th.

Common Waxbill   Estrilda astrild   Seen on 5 days, with 2 Mopani Camp on 1st, a few Letaba River on 2nd, plenty
Lakenvlei on 5th, several Lakenvlei on 6th and a few Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

African Quailfinch   Ortygospiza atricollis   Two in flight Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Bronze Mannikin   Lonchura cucullata   A male at lunchtime en route on 10th, 1 male Durban Botanic Garden on 12th
and 5+ Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

Red-backed Mannikin   Lonchura nigriceps   6 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

INDIGOBIRDS & WHYDAHS - Viduidae

Pin-tailed Whydah   Vidua macroura   Seen on 6 days: a male Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 male en route on 2nd, 2+ males
Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, 1 male Lakenvlei on 5th, 1 male Lakenvlei on 6th and a male Himeville on
12th.

WAGTAILS & PIPITS - Motacillidae

Cape Wagtail   Motacilla capensis   Recorded on 7 days: several Jo'berg airport on 31st, 1 Lakenvlei on 5th, several
Lakenvlei on 6th, several various sites on 7th, 2 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, 1 Sani Pass on 13th and
2+ Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Mountain/Long-tailed Wagtail   Motacilla clara   One Himeville (Gerald) on 13th.

African Pied Wagtail   Motacilla aguimp   Noted on 7 days: 1 Kruger National Park + a few Mopani Camp on 31st, 2+
Mopani Camp on 1st, 1 Olifants River on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 Kruger National Park on 4th,
10+ St Lucia on 10th and several Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Cape/Orange-throated Longclaw   Macronyx capensis   7+ males Wakkerstroom plus Slang River route on 7th.

Yellow-throated Longclaw   Macronyx croceus   Noted on 5 days: 2 males N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 2 males Kruger
National Park on 4th, 1 Kruger National Park on 5th, 1 en route on 10th and 2 Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

African/Grassveld Pipit   Anthus cinnamomeus   Two+ Capricorn Loop on 1st, lots Wakkerstroom + Slang River route
on 7th, 1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and several Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Mountain Pipit   Anthus hoeschi   Two Sani Pass on 13th.

FINCHES & allies - Fringillidae

Cape Canary   Serinus canicollis   Four Lakenvlei on 5th, 2 Lakenvlei on 6th, 1 Wakkerstroom on 7th and lots Sani
Pass on 13th.

Yellow-fronted Canary   Crithagra mozambica   Two N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 4 Lakenvlei on 5th, 2 Mkuze on 9th and
4 Sani Pass on 13th.

Yellow Canary   Crithagra flaviventris   A pair Sani Pass on 13th.

Drakensberg Siskin   Crithagra symonsi   Lots Sani Pass on 13th.

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Emberizidae

Lark-like Bunting   Emberiza impetuani   Lots at one watering hole Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Cape Bunting   Emberiza capensis   Two Sani Pass on 13th.
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Golden-breasted Bunting   Emberiza flaviventris   One N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, a pair Kruger National Park on 5th, 1
male Mkuze on 8th and 2 males plus a female Mkuze on 9th.

MAMMALS - MAMMALIA

RABBITS & HARES - Leporidae

Scrub Hare   Lepus saxatilis   Sev Mopani Camp night drive on 1st and 1 en route Kruger National Park on 2nd.

SQUIRRELS - Sciuridae

Smith's Bush- / S African Tree-Squirrel   Paraxerus cepapi   Noted daily Kruger National Park in small - moderate
number.

Red Bush- / Red-bellied Coast-Squirrel   Paraxerus palliatus   Two St Lucia early morning on 12th.

MICE, RATS, VOLES & GERBILS - Muridae

Four-striped Grass Mouse   Rhabdomys pumilio   One Mkuze on 8th.

Sloggett's Ice-Rat   Otomys sloggetti   Plenty Sani Pass on 13th.

CATS - Felidae

Leopard   Panthera pardus   A male Kruger National Park en route on first afternoon was sadly only seen by 1st bus.

MONGOOSES - Herpestidae

[Common] Slender Mongoose   Herpestes sanguineus   One Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Dwarf Mongoose   Helogale parvula   Three plus two en route and 4 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, plus 2 Pretoriuskop
Camp on 5th.

Banded Mongoose   Mungos mungo   Five en route Kruger National Park on 4th and 20+ St Lucia (Bob & Joyce) on
12th.

Yellow Mongoose   Cynictis penicillata   4 Wakkerstroom + 1 Slang River route on 7th.

Suricate / Meerkat   Suricata suricatta   Three Wakkerstroom + 2 Slang River route on 7th.

HYENAS - Hyaenidae

Spotted Hyena   Crocuta crocuta   One Kruger National Park on 31st, 2 Mopani Camp night drive on 1st and 1 en route
Kruger National Park on 2nd.

DOGS & allies - Canidae

Cape Fox   Vulpes chama   One Wakkerstroom (2nd bus) was a really good find on 7th.

Black-backed Jackal   Canis mesomelas   A pair Kruger National Park on 2nd.

OLD WORLD FRUIT-BATS - Pteropodidae

Wahlberg's Epauletted Fruit Bat   Epomophorus wahlbergi   6 - 7 Satara Camp on 3rd, 150+ Skukuza Camp on 4th.

GALAGOS & LORISES - Loridae

South African Galago / Bushbaby   Galago moholi   One on Mopani Camp night drive on 1st.

OLD WORLD MONKEYS - Cercopithecidae

Chacma Baboon   Papio ursinus   A troop noted en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, c. 10 Kruger National Park on
4th, c. 10 en route on 5th and plenty Mkuze on 9th.

Samango/Blue Monkey   Cercopithecus [nictitans] mitis   25 - 30 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Vervet Monkey   Chlorocebus [aethiops] pygerythrus   Noted on 10 days: c. 10 Letaba Camp on 2nd, plenty Satara
Camp + N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, plenty Kruger National Park on 4th, several Kruger National Park on
5th, lots Mkuze on 8th, a few Mkuze on 9th, lots Mkuze + St Lucia on 10th, plenty various sites on
11th, plenty Durban Botanic Garden on 12th and a few Durban Botanic Garden on 14th.

RORQUALS - Balaenopteridae

Humpback Whale   Megaptera novaeangliae   6+ whale-watching trip St Lucia on 10th.

MARINE DOLPHINS - Delphinidae

[Short-beaked] Common Dolphin   Delphinus delphis   C. 12 whale-watching trip St Lucia on 10th.
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PIGS - Suidae

Warthog   Phacochoerus aethiopicus   Noted on 6 days: 5+ en route Kruger National Park on 2nd, several N’wanetsi
Loop on 3rd, 15+ Pretoriuskop Camp+ on 4th, several Kruger National Park on 5th, 1 Mkuze on 9th and
1 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

HIPPOPOTAMUSES - Hippopotamidae

Hippopotamus   Hippopotamus amphibius   Seen daily Kruger National Park in moderate quantity (including 1 under
the bird hide!), plus 6+ St Lucia on 9th, plenty there on 10th and plenty Catalina bay, St Lucia Wetlands
Park on 11th.

GIRAFFES - Giraffidae

Giraffe   Giraffa camelopardalis   After one seen from 2nd bus on 31st, seen daily in Kruger in small - moderate
number, including some impressively big males.

CATTLE, ANTELOPE, SHEEP & GOATS - Bovidae

Steenbok   Raphicerus campestris   Noted on 7 days: after one from 2nd bus on 31st, several daily Kruger National
Park, and 1 Mkuze on 8th.

Klipspringer   Oreotragus oreotragus   Two Kruger National Park on 31st and 3 Kruger National Park on 5th.

Suni   Neotragus moschatus   Four+ Mkuze on 9th.

African Buffalo   Syncerus caffer   Noted daily Kruger National Park in small - large number, plus 3 St Lucia Wetland
Park on 11th.

Nyala   Tragelaphus angasii   Two (2nd bus) Kruger National Park on 4th, and lots Mkuze on 8th, 9th, and 10th.

Bushbuck   Tragelaphus scriptus   Plenty Letaba Camp on 2nd, 1 N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 3+ Kruger National Park on
4th, and several St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Greater Kudu   Tragelaphus strepsiceros   After one male from 2nd bus on 31st, noted daily Kruger National Park in
moderate number, plus 4 females Mkuze on 10th and plenty St Lucia Wetland Park (including some
very large males) on 11th.

Southern Reedbuck   Redunca arundinum   C. 12 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th, and 1 probably this species Himeville
on 12th.

Mountain Reedbuck   Redunca fulvorufula   One Sani Pass on 13th, and 1 probably this species Himeville - Underberg
Loop on 14th.

[Common] Waterbuck   Kobus ellipsiprymnus   Daily in Kruger National Park in small - moderate number, plus 15+ St
Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Blue Wildebeest   Connochaetes taurinus   Common Kruger National Park and seen each full day there in moderate -
large number, plus a few daily Mkuze and 3 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

Tsessebe   Damaliscus lunatus lunatus   C. 25 Capricorn Loop on 1st.

Blesbok   Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi   Plenty en route on 6th, plenty Wakkerstroom area on 7th and plenty en route
on 8th.

Impala   Aepyceros melampus   Noted on 9 days: by far the most abundant antelope and noted in quantity daily in
Kruger National Park and Mkuze.

Natal/Red/Forest Duiker   Cephalophus natalensis   One Mkuze on 9th, 2 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th and 2 St
Lucia on 12th.

Bush/Common/Grey/Grimm's Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia   Noted on 7 days: 1 Mopani Camp night drive on 1st, 2
N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, 1 a.m. + 2 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, plenty Kruger National Park on 5th, 1
Mkuze on 8th, 1 Mkuze on 9th and 1 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

HORSES - Equidae

Burchell's/Plains Zebra   Equus burchellii   Noted on 9 days: seen daily in Kruger National Park in small - large
number, plus a few Mkuze on 8th and 9th and even 2 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

RHINOCEROSES - Rhinocerotidae

White Rhinoceros   Ceratotherium simum   One Kruger National Park on 2nd, 1 a.m. + 3 Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th, 9
Mkuze on 8th and 4 St Lucia Wetland Park on 11th.

HYRAXES - Procaviidae

Rock Hyrax / Dassie   Procavia capensis   12 Slang River route on 7th.

ELEPHANTS - Elephantidae



The Travelling Naturalist                            Kruger & Drakensberg, Oct - Nov 07
Trip Report

31

African [Savanna] Elephant   Loxodonta africana   Seen daily in small to moderate number in Kruger National Park,
plus one feisty male in the scrub at Mkuze on 9th.

REPTILES - REPTILIA

Nile Crocodile   Crocodylus niloticus   Noted on 8 days: seen daily Kruger National Park 31st - 4th, plus 1 Mkuze on
9th, 5+ St Lucia on 10th and 1 St Lucia on 12th.

Leopard Tortoise   Geochelone pardalis   Two Kruger National Park on 4th, 1 Mkuze on 8th and 2 Mkuze on 9th.

Serrated Hinged Terrapin   Pelusius sinuatus   Sev Kruger National Park on 3rd, 1 Kruger National Park on 4th and 1
Mkuze on 8th.

Drakensberg Crag Lizard   Pseudocordylus sp.   Plenty Sani Pass on 13th.

Giant Plated Lizard   Gerrhosaurus validus   Common Kruger National Park and seen daily there.

Rock Monitor   Varanus ruloticus   One N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd, and one, possibly the following species at Mkuze on
8th.

Nile/Water Monitor   Varanus niloticus   Two N’wanetsi Loop on 3rd.

Five-lined/Rainbow Skink   Mabuya quinquetaeniata   One male Mopani Camp on 31st and plenty Kruger National
Park on 2nd.

Natal Green Snake   Philothamnus natalensis   One Mkuze on 8th and 1 caught by a kingfisher St Lucia Wetland Park
on 11th.

Gecko spp.   various genera   One Satara Camp on 2nd, several on 7th, and lots Mkuze on 8th and 9th.

Skink sp.   unknown genus   One on the balcony Pretoriuskop Camp was lucky to escape the dwarf mongeese on 4th!

AMPHIBIANS - AMPHIBIA

Foam-nest Frog   Chiromantis xerampelina   Foam nests seen somewhere on the tour! The two large tree frogs on
John's balcony at night Pretoriuskop Camp on 4th were possibly this species.

Toad-like Frog   unknown genus   One Mkuze on 8th.

Bell Frog   unknown genus   Masses of these tiny noisy frogs in pools in Wakkerstroom area on 7th and 8th.

Rain Frog   unknown genus   Several running across the tracks and roads Satara Camp during rain in evening on 3rd.

BUTTERFLIES - LEPIDOPTERA

African Migrant   Catopsilia florella   A few at various sites Kruger National Park on 1st.

Plain Tiger / Lesser Wanderer / African Monarch   Danaus chrysippus   Sev Kruger National Park were the only ones
specifically observed, though others were seen almost throughout the tour.

MOTHS - LEPIDOPTERA

Mopani Moth   Imbrasia belina   Abundant Kruger daily, though especially on the Mopani Camp night drive on 1st.

GRASSHOPPERS & CRICKETS - ORTHOPTERA

GAUDY GRASSHOPPERS - Pyrgomorphidae

Painted' Grasshopper sp.   genus unknown   Sev Himeville on 12th, 13th and 14th.

DAMSELFLIES & DRAGONFLIES - ODONATA

Blue Emperor [Dragonfly]   Anax imperator   1 Himeville - Underberg Loop on 14th.

Common Tigertail   Ictinogomphus ferox   1 male BH Kruger National Park on 4th.

Banded Groundling   Brachythemis leucosticta   Lots Mopani Camp on 31st, lots Mopani Camp on 1st, and abundant
Mkuze on 9th.

Broad Scarlet [Darter]   Crocothemis erythraea   Sev BH Kruger National Park on 4th.

Black-pointed Skimmer   Nesciothemis farinosa   1 male BH Kruger National Park on 4th.
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Long Skimmer   Orthetrum trinacria   1 male BH Kruger National Park on 4th.

Phantom Flutterer   Rhyothemis semihyalina   1 Durban Botanic Garden on 12th.

Violet Dropwing   Trithemis annulata   Sev BH Kruger National Park on 4th.

TRUE BUGS - HETEROPTERA - Belostomatidae

Giant Water Bug   Lethocerus indicus   One St Lucia on 10th.

LARGER FISH - PISCES

Hammerhead Shark   Sphyrna zygaena   2 whale-watching trip St Lucia on 10th.

Flying Fish sp.   Exocoetidae   6+ whale-watching trip St Lucia on 10th.

I would like to thank you all for making this such an interesting and memorable tour, from so
many aspects! I’m sure we’ll all take away so many vivid images and have our own highlights,
but the elephants playing in the lake on the last evening in Kruger I’m sure will remain high on
the list, plus nine White Rhinos in one drive in Mkuze, or perhaps the breaching Humpback Whale
for those on the boat trip, or…. The limestone scenery of the Sani Pass also remains high in my
mind, but also the tremendous contrasts between different areas, especially perhaps the highveld,
all of which added to the pleasure of the trip. This diversity was clearly reflected in the amazing
357 bird and 44 mammal species recorded!

I also know that there are numerous photos out there from the trip and if you are able to send us
a CDs, then perhaps we can get round to sorting a compilation CD for all to enjoy.

I would also like to thank Mark and Jean for their fine driving, organisation and cooking, and
taking us to such fabulous places!

I look forward to seeing you again on another tour, hopefully in the not too distant future.

  Very best wishes, John Muddeman (www.iberianwildlife.com), December 2007
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